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Phone: 09 415 9218

Dear Parents/Caregivers

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa

This newsletter:
Principal’s message
COVID-19 Protocols: What do I do if …?
If our school has a positive COVID-19 Case
Updated Guide to Self-Isolation
Reporting Absences
Who is a Close Contact?

Principal’s message
The anticipated wave of Omicron has impacted on us this week. Relatively mildly - thankfully.
We have, however, had another confirmed positive case today, related to Room 10.
It has made for a very busy week, with some uncertainty of what next week will bring.
But the kids and staff are enjoying school! That is the priority - keeping them healthy & happy!
The change to Phase 3 has definitely made things clear and simple from an organisational
viewpoint. We follow clear processes to help manage illness, contacts, isolation and return.
Please read the updated information - it will help us to support everyone to stay healthy.
However, the changes do not minimise the fact that infections are rising rapidly. This means will
expect more of our school community to test positive.
We are here to help you manage what may be a challenging situation in the next few weeks.
Please enjoy a lovely weekend - we all deserve that!
Ngā mihi nui Noho ora mai
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“COVID-19 Protocols: What do I do if …”
COVID-19 Flowchart for Whanau (updated for Phase 3)
Important!
Cold, Flu or COVID-19 symptoms?
If a student (or members of their household) have cold, flu or COVID-19 symptoms, call
Healthline, your doctor or health provider. They will tell you if you should get a COVID-19 test.
Please contact the office by email (office@coatesvilleschool.nz) before 9am to report an
absence and state the reason for the absence as having ‘cold, flu or COVID-19 symptoms’.

.
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If our school has a positive COVID-19 Case
Steps for school leadership to complete:
1. Identify when the case was likely to be infectious.
2. Identify who may be considered ‘Close Contacts’ (if any).
Schools have guidance from the Ministry of Health & Education to help understand who is and isn’t
3. Notify ‘Close Contacts’ as soon as possible. They will be required to monitor for symptoms for 10
days. If your child develops any symptoms the recommendation is to get a COVID-19 test.
The name(s) of any positive cases will not be shared.
4. Update the school community regularly regarding the extent of cases throughout the school.
With the numbers anticipated, the whole school community will not be informed after every case.
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Reporting Absences - Details please!
Please contact the office by email (office@coatesvilleschool.nz) before 9am to report an absence
and clearly state the reason for the absence.
This is very important to support our office staff who have to follow up absences each morning.
Illness? Injury? Other? Please be specific with details.
With any contagious illness (non-COVID), a student will be required to remain at home until
symptom free for 24 hours.
It is essential parents/caregivers openly communicate with the school regarding reasons for
absences. This will help ensure the health and safety of all students and staff.
If there are cold, flu or COVID-19 symptoms we require you to follow the processes from page 4.
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Who is a Close Contact?
Close Contacts no longer need to isolate (only Household Contacts are required to).
We will notify you if your child in identified as a Close Contact.
You are a close contact if you:
- have had contact with a person with COVID-19 when they were infectious.
- live with someone who has had a COVID-19 positive result.
- have been close (within 1.5 metres) to someone who is COVID-19 positive:
● for more than 15 minutes and
● they were not wearing a face mask or not wearing it properly.
- have had direct contact with someone who is positive eg. sharing a drink bottle, coughing on you
- spent time in an indoor space with someone positive for more than 1 hour and at least one of:
● They were singing, shouting, exercising, or dancing.
● They were not wearing a face mask or it was not on properly.
● It was poorly ventilated.
● It was smaller than 100m2 (about 3 double garages)
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