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Reading Communities & Storytelling Celebration
This term both Kahu and Kiwi team have been exploring reading and 

writing a range of different texts and topics so that they can understand 

the different texts and topics they like to read and write about.

To celebrate this learning, all students will share with their whānau (in 

small groups) on Thursday 21st September what they like to read and 

piece of their own writing.  

To support this sharing, we are also strongly encouraging all students 

to come to school dressed up as a character from their favourite book 

OR as a character from a story they have written themselves. 

Equally, they could also come dressed in a costume that represents a 

favourite topic or theme that they like to read and/or write about e.g as 

an animal, scientist, detective, sportsperson etc. 



Author Visit - Tessa Duder
Last Tuesday, the students in Kahu Team had the privilege of the 

renowned NZ author, Tessa Duder visit as part of the Storylines 

National Story Tour. 

Tessa’s most well known titles include Night Race to Kawau and the 

Alex series of books. 

Tessa joined staff for morning tea before signing copies of her books for 

our school library as well as a ‘kickboard memento', painted to match 

the cover of her latest book, The Sparrow (carefully crafted by our 

multi-talented caretaker Mr Whatford!)

Following a fantastic welcome led by our Kapa Haka group, Tessa spoke 

to the students about her many and varied life experiences before 

becoming a published author (such winning a silver medal in swimming 

at the 1958 Commonwealth Games) as well as the inspiration, research 

and revision she dedicates to writing all of her books.

https://www.storylines.org.nz/events-and-activities/storylines-national-story-tours/
https://www.storylines.org.nz/events-and-activities/storylines-national-story-tours/


Author Visit - Tessa Duder



Kapa Haka performance at 

Last Tuesday, 12th September, the Kapa Haka were invited 

to Coatesville playcentre to perform a few items as part of 

play centres Māori language week celebrations. The Kapa 

Haka blew them away with their performance and inspired 

the children to experiment with poi, te rakau and piu piu 

after the Kapa Haka had left.



Student Enrolments for 2024 

We are currently trying to finalise our student numbers for 2024. 
It is essential we have an up to date list of current and prospective students before we formulate 
classes for next year (a process that will begin next term). 

‘Out of zone’ enrolments at our school in 2024 are being managed through an online ballot form. 
We accept all new entrants via the ballot and a number of children at other year levels.

For other student enrolments use:  Enrolment Enquiries  or contact lmckinlay@coatesvilleschool.nz 

If you know of any other families wanting to enrol at our school next year please direct them to the 
links above!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfU8-j8HttwqJKOsLUw73qmSrfJ8nIyLKVp3pfA35erMPZp2Q/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfmtDAECQqvVZykgPCcTGER90-1On_Ci38NCpsz2QVVqauag/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:lmckinlay@coatesvilleschool.nz


School Donations - Thank you!
Thank you to those who have already paid or partially paid the school donation this year. 
Our ‘School Donation’ has been set at $376 per year per student or $94 per term per student.

School bank account: ASB 12 3059 0307932 00   

We really do appreciate your support - it is extremely valuable.

You can now see all payments due & money received now via the HERO app.
Click on the ‘Finance’ tab! 

HERO can generate statements and School Donations receipts (which are tax deductible). 
If you have not paid your donation - or were not aware of the amount - an individual reminder will 
be sent shortly. Thank you once again.





Ag Day 2023 - Registrations
Online registrations for Ag Day projects have now closed!

If you are still wanting to register a project or change a project you must do so at the school office.         

Rural Tradition projects will be judged on Friday 13 October (the day before Ag Day). 

Children with Arts & Crafts, Kitchen and Handyperson projects are to bring them to school on the 

Friday morning and prepare for judging later in the day.  

These projects will all be on display on Ag Day - after the animal and plant competitions finish.

Animal and plant projects will be judged on Saturday 14 October (Ag Day) starting at 9am!                                   





Silent Auction - GOING LIVE!
We are very excited to announce that this year’s silent auction for Ag Day 

will be online! We will be going live THIS FRIDAY!.

Watch out for further details  on Hero,

including how and when you can start your 

bidding.

There is something for everyone - toys, 

hampers, tools, accomodation etc 

- make sure you get your bids in!



Ag Day Roster - HELP NEEDED!

We are in the process of finalising the roster for Ag Day and are quite short of help. 

Without parent help we are limited in the amount of 

stalls that can operate. If you haven’t already, please could you 

consider volunteering just one hour of your time on Ag Day- 

LET’S MAKE AG DAY OUR BEST YET! 

Use the link below to select your preference for stall and

time slot.

We really do appreciate every bit of help- thank you in advance!

Ag Day roster 2023

https://forms.gle/9WBsQ3xb3zzCJZ456


Thank you so much to our Ag Day sponsors.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated!

 

And and additional thank you to all of our generous silent auction donations. 



Ag Day Trophies from last year - return please!
Thank you very much to the students who have already returned last year’s Ag Day trophies to the 

office. 

We still have a number of outstanding trophies needing to be returned and we would really appreciate 

it if you could hand these back into the office asap please so we can get them ready for this year’s Ag 

day winners!

 Linneah McKinlay

Administration Office Manager

                                        



Next Pizza Day: Monday 16th October

We wanted to give all of our Parents/Caregivers a suitable heads up of our next scheduled Pizza 

Day beginning again in Week 2 of Term 4. 

This is the first Monday after what is going to be our AMAZING Ag Day - so it will be a perfect 

time for the students’ to grab a few a hot slices of pizza for lunch! 

A pizza order form will go home with each child in the first week back at school after the 

holidays. 

Pizza is $2 per slice. 



Teacher Only Day: Friday 24 November

Earlier this year two TODs were designated as mandatory by the Ministry of Education. 

“These teacher-only days will provide schools and kura with dedicated time to understand, prepare 
and engage with changes across The New Zealand Curriculum refresh, the redesign of Te 
Marautanga o Aotearoa, and shifts to strengthen NCEA. They are opportunities for kaiako to share 
ideas and expertise, and to grow their confidence in implementing the upcoming curriculum and 
assessment changes.”

The first of these days was taken at the start of Term 2 - doubling with our Kahui Ako Conference 
(an event already on our calendar so we chose not to take an additional day). 

The second day is required to be taken during a two week window in November. 
We have chosen Friday 24 November as our 2nd Teacher Only Day. 

School will be closed for instruction and supervision of students. Staff will be working onsite.



Important Dates: Term 3 & beyond
Assembly            Friday 22 September   9am

Winter Sports Prizegiving           Friday 22 September     2pm

End of Term 3           Friday 22 September

First Day of Term 4   Monday 9 October

Ag Day 2023              Saturday 14 October      9am - 2pm

Labour Weekend (4 day break)    Friday 20 October (Day in lieu of Ag Day) and Monday 23 October 

Teacher Only Day    Friday 24 November

School Prizegiving    Thursday 14 December 5pm 

End of Term 4            Friday 15 December at 1pm














