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Superb Ag Day! Thank you all!
What a brilliant Ag Day we had on Saturday! Once again the community came out in large       

numbers and supported our school’s biggest event of the year. And we raised a lot of money too! 

Thank you to FOTS (Friends of the School) for their organisation of a wonderful day. Sarah Spence 

magnificently led an outstanding team effort. Thank you Sarah for being such a wonderful leader 

and to your FOTS team for facilitating such a successful day for our school!                                                                                                                             

Extra special thanks go to:                                                                                                                       

Meredith Hay - coordinator of the Silent Auction which raised over $14 000!                           Kimberley 

Catford and Kristie Coote - coordinators of all the food stalls for Ag Day!                                                                                                                                                                                       

Kirsty Bryant - coordinator of the roster of helpers                                                                                   

Shona Westcott - coordinator of all the finance side of operations                                                                        

And “Thank you!” to every regular member of FOTS, every affiliated member of FOTS, every 

coordinator, every parent/caregiver or wider family member and every ex-student who gave their 

time to help out on the day (or the days before) or donated something to help raise funds. 



Superb Ag Day! There’s more! 
Special thanks go to STAFF contributors:                                                                                                                           

Janine Stanley - printed, organised & packaged all the Ag Day ribbons for judging                                  

Linneah McKinlay - registrations and results coordinator                                                                                                                                             

Sian Williams - FOTS/Staff coordinator                                                                                                               

Adrian Whatford - our caretaker and implementer of literally hundreds of requests!

“Thank you!” to the Ag Day judges (a mixture of staff and community members - judging is a hard gig 

and they all did very well!), staff stewards and staff members who filled all sorts of Ag Day jobs. 

Well done to all the children who completed Ag Day ‘projects’ (rural traditions, animals, plants) - and 

to those people who supported their child’s learning during their project. Viewing on Friday and 

Saturday was excellent and demonstrated the huge amount of work invested. 

To everyone who helped out to make Ag Day 2025 so successful … we thank you immensely! 

AND OF COURSE WE WANT TO ALSO  THANK OUR AMAZING SPONSORS …









Ag Day Prizegiving 2025

On Friday 7 November at 9am we will present the 2025 Ag Day trophies. 

Those students who received a ‘Champion’ ribbon for the category (not just a red 1st place ribbon) 

will be presented with a trophy. One trophy is awarded per category.

This is only the third year we have presented engraved trophies at a separate prizegiving and 

allowed children to take them home. Traditionally trophies were awarded at the end of Ag Day and 

then handed back for engraving and stored at school. 

At the prizegiving we also look forward to acknowledging all students who worked hard on their 

projects and enjoying presenting them! 



Ag Day Trophies - please return now! 

If your child received an Ag Day trophy last year, please return these it to the office immediately so 

that we can get them engraved for this year’s Ag Day winners. 

Thank you to the families that have returned their trophies already.  

If you have any questions, please contact Linneah (lmckinlay@coatesvilleschool.nz) in the office. 

mailto:lmckinlay@coatesvilleschool.nz




Student Class Placement for 2026
The placement of students into classes for 2026 will happen later this term.
Staff will ensure every child’s class placement is considered very carefully. We will use all available 
information about each child during the placement process (including previous parent voice).

Note: If you know your child will not be at Coatesville School in 2026 please let us know asap. 

During the placement process we consider: the individual academic ability and competency 
achievement of students; social/emotional/behavioural information (including asking students to 
nominate friends/‘working’ buddies); gender ratios; and year level ratios (in composite classes). 
There are many variables to consider - which makes for a complex process!

As such, we cannot accept teacher requests from parents. With the size of our school, and the 
complexity regarding placement, we simply cannot guarantee teacher requests. 
In addition, we have yet to confirm the final classroom/teacher organisation for 2026 (see next 
page). Teacher placement is confirmed closer to the class placement process.  

We do expect all our teachers to follow collaborative team teaching plans - to support consistency 
of teaching practice across the school. This includes teachers new to the school in 2026.

Students will have two opportunities late in the term, to meet with their new teacher and class. 

 

  



Classroom/Teacher Organisation: 2026
With the current predicted student roll numbers for 2026, it is fairly certain we will have a  different 
classroom/teacher structure next year. Why?
Every year the classroom/teacher organisation can be different because of the varying numbers of 
students at each year level. Some year levels have more students than others. This may mean we 
have more or less composite classes (ie. students from two year levels within a classroom).

Another factor is our desire to support the new MOE curriculum ‘phases’. Phase 1 includes Year 0-3 
and Phase 2 covers Year 4-6. Where possible we would like to use this to guide our structure too. 
But, again, the numbers of students at each year level can make that intention challenging too.

For our school, even at this late stage of the year, small movements of students (enroling and 
leaving) can result in changes to our planned structure. That’s why it is so important to understand 
how many students we will have next year so we can plan accordingly. 

However, regardless of the structure, we do our utmost to ensure all students are placed 
appropriately to support the best outcomes for our students. 

 

  



Strike Action - School Closed Thurs 23 October 

“The Board has now received formal notice of the strike action this week, from 7am to 7pm 

Thursday 23 October 2025.

As per our letter to the school community last week, the school will be closed for instruction on 

Thursday 23 October 2025. We cannot offer supervision on the day, due to safety considerations, in 

the absence of school leadership. 

Families will need to make alternative care arrangements for children this Thursday 23 October 2025 

(noting our school is also closed Friday 24 October 2025, in lieu of Ag Day).

We acknowledge this will be inconvenient for some families, and we thank you for your 

understanding.”

Coatesville School Board of Trustees  



Labour Weekend - 5 Day Break!

School will be closed on Friday 24 October for our day-in-lieu of Ag Day - as our Ag Day is designated 

as an official school day. 

School will also be closed for Labour Day on Monday 27 October.

With school closed for strike (see previous page) this makes a 5 day break.

We will reopen on Tuesday 28 October at 8.55am.

                                        



Strike Action - School Closed 23 October 

A strike by members of the NZEI is planned for Thursday 23 October.                                                     

The strike will involve teachers, principals and support staff.

The Coatesville School BOT shared relevant information last week                                                      

(via HERO on 10 October or refer to this link). 

sKids are providing a programme for students for the day. 

However, it will be only available at Riverhead School this time. 

Scan below for more details.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1XunzS-2UsAsokYFH5B-7rbAm6uIERvBG/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=116540614895632194100&rtpof=true&sd=true






Important Dates: Term 4 & beyond!  
NZEI Members Strike Thursday 23 October (school closed) 

Day in lieu of Ag Day Friday 24 October (school closed) 

Labour Day Monday 27 October (school closed) 

Ag Day Prizegiving/School Assembly Friday 7 November at 9am  

Coatesville’s Got Talent Friday 7 November (afternoon)    

School Athletics (Yr 3-6) Friday 14 November  

School Prizegiving Tuesday 16 December starting at 5pm

Last day for 2025 Wednesday 17 December - finish at 1pm

2026 Day 1 for all students Monday 9 February 








