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Welcome to Term 4! 

A huge welcome to all new students of Coatesville School and their families!

Wonderful to have you join the school in the last term of the year!

A massive welcome back to the rest of our awesome school community! I hope you are ready to 

end the school year in a very positive way. 

A fantastic final term awaits us. Incredibly, the school year is now into its 4th quarter already! 

So what is happening in Term 4?

- Ag Day  The biggest day on our school calendar - cannot be missed -  fully embrace it

- Coatesville’s Got Talent  A chance for many students to shine in our annual variety show

- Athletics  Running, Jumping & Throwing - learning and competition

- Camps/EOTC for Year 3-4 and Year 5-6  Working together and challenging each other

- Student Progress and Achievement reporting  Summarising the school year

- School prizegiving and Year 6 graduation  The final official event of the year 

- And much, much more to be shared across the term too!

Buckle in for a very full and varied final term! Your support will be an important part of its success!



Staff News - Vacancies for 2026

We are currently looking to fill four teaching vacancies for 2026.
After not being required to employ any new teaching staff last year, we are looking to fill some 
teaching and leadership positions for next year.

At the end of this school year (not before!) Vanessa Felici is moving to Australia; Rachel Or is also, 
coincidentally, moving to Australia; Jo Davidson is taking time away from teaching to support her 
family; and Allie Stucke is going to be involved in tertiary study (but is wanting to continue working 
part time at our school as a teacher/reliever).

All four staff members have made very valuable contributions to our school over the last few years. 
We will fully acknowledge their efforts at the end of this year. They will certainly be missed.          
We wish them all the very best and we give our support as they take their exciting personal and/or 
professional steps in 2026.

We hope to confirm our new staff appointments over the coming weeks.



After School Supervision - Student Safety 
From our school policy on SchoolDocs: 
“Students should arrive at school and leave school at reasonable times unless they are involved in 
supervised school activities. For student safety, we ask parents/caregivers to ensure their child 
arrives at school after 8:30 am and have left the school grounds by 3:15 pm.”

Pick up at 3pm
Parents/caregivers MUST come onto the school grounds to collect their children. 
Student are NOT able to leave the school grounds without an adult - even after school.

If students are waiting to be picked up:
Year 2-6 students must wait on the grass by the FOTS gumboot (or by the driveway entrance)
Year 1 students must wait outside their classroom (unless they are taken by an older sibling)

Students are NOT allowed to wait or play anywhere else in the school grounds (including playing 
on playgrounds) without an adult standing in close proximity actively watching. 
These measures are for the safety of our children at this busy time of the day. 
Thank you for your support!  

https://coatesville.schooldocs.co.nz/


PhotoLife School Photos are now available 

Exciting news! 

Your child(ren)’s individual, sibling and class photos are now available to purchase via the PhotoLife 
website. 

You should have received an email last week containing your child’s own unique access code and a 
link to their photos. 

If you did not receive an email, please contact Linneah (lmckinlay@coatesvilleschool.nz) for further 
information. 

Please note: the deadline for free delivery is Sunday 19th October. After this date, you will be 
charged a courier fee. 

mailto:lmckinlay@coatesvilleschool.nz


Proposed Strike - Thursday 23 October (tbc)

A strike by members of the NZEI (education union) is scheduled for Thursday 23 October. 

The strike will involve teachers, principals and support staff who are union members.

The Coatesville School BOT will share information with parents/caregivers about what the strike 

will mean for our school. That information will be shared later this week.



From the Playcentre: Car Park & Playground!

Children are more than welcome to play in the Playcentre grounds outside of Playcentre hours.     

We ask that children are actively supervised by an adult, and that no equipment is moved and no 

structures are climbed on (including the fence) to ensure the safety of our preschool environment. 

Please do not allow children to play on the deck area.

To also help support our Playcentre families, we kindly ask that the front row of the car park be kept 

available for Playcentre parents between 9am and 2.30pm. 

Your cooperation ensures easier and safer access for those with young children and strollers.

This is especially relevant on Fridays when there is an assembly. 

Thank you.

 



Ag Day - Saturday 18 October

Ag Day officially starts at 9am! We want everyone present to enjoy a fantastic day!

There is something for everyone! A huge day on our school calendar!

Plant & animal competitions from 9am. Rural Traditions projects available for viewing from 9.45am.

Stalls open at approx. 10.30 am - at the conclusion of plant and animal judging.

Eftpos will be available at the staffroom but please bring cash if you can.

Activity stalls include Bouncy castles, Tea Cup rides, Face painting, Chocolate trailer, Bounty bags, 

Lucky dip, Pony rides, Gumboot throw, Fishing game, … of course … ‘Dunk the Teacher’ and 

much more!

Food stalls including a wonderful variety of food and drinks.

There will be plants for sale!  And plenty of wonders in the Co-op and Recycle Boutique! 

And the Silent Auction is a huge part of our Ag Day - you can bid now online (see HERO post)

https://app.linc-ed.com/home/community-notices/30188f45-f6ea-4241-9d3b-16aa5ea479f1


Ag Day Friday - Rural Traditions Projects

Friday 17 October - This day is focused on Rural Traditions projects: Arts & Crafts, Handyperson 

and Kitchen projects. Projects are displayed & judged on Friday - available for viewing on Saturday.

8.30-8.55am: RT Projects arrive at school - Children take rural traditions projects to their own 

classroom and will be stored safely. Exception: ‘Handyperson’ projects that are too big for children 

to carry or not able to be easily moved are to be delivered to Rm 4 and left there for judging.

11.30-12.00: RT Project set-up - Children set up their Rural Traditions projects by themselves in the 

designated classroom ready for display and sharing.

12.00-1pm: Sharing of projects - Children across the school will be involved in a tour of classrooms 

to look at all projects.  

1.30-3pm: RT Project Judging - Our staff will judge the projects and will talk individually to each 

child. After 3pm the ribbons (for placings and participation) are to be allocated to projects.                             

The results will be made public on Saturday on Ag Day when classrooms are opened.



Ag Day Saturday - Animal and Plant Projects 

Plant and animal competitions start at 9am.

Stalls open at 10.30 am - at the conclusion of plant and animal judging.

There will be animal pens and a marquee set up on the field for all categories. 

Signs will guide you to the right place. 

- Lambs, Calves & Goat competitions will be in pens

Under the big marquee will be:

- Farm Birds 

- Pets 

- Decorative Plants 

- Edible Plants 

Students need to be with their project ready at 8:55am. 

They must stay in the area until the conclusion of judging.



Ag Day Roster - WE NEED YOUR HELP!

We are still struggling to complete our Roster for Ag Day (we have about 40 spots still to fill to 

make Ag Day happen!).  

We ask that each family volunteers ONE PARENT for ONE HOUR.   

Please fill out the google form below:

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebNxZ2-E2cbWFoIiQZRBtp6uMJMJIp9PbExU-tffr

Wx4GiIQ/viewform?usp=header

In addition - if you are able to help with set up on the Friday please email:  

fots.coatesville@gmail.com

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLSebNxZ2-2DE2cbWFoIiQZRBtp6uMJMJIp9PbExU-2DtffrWx4GiIQ_viewform-3Fusp-3Dheader&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=fwh_io6bzH8D6N2QTeWWURpwxGm5vqxmx39j1Gn9lI4&m=B9QhVXrbEN4Lm3WSXhnUBdcNNmH3yLmQUwL4BXrt6ulyXAJcnsE2Vc4uDICTjwyB&s=Xnp0CWj1JEFoVevZyOgoPl6YakS_7hPM7vfhKVoYBpA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__docs.google.com_forms_d_e_1FAIpQLSebNxZ2-2DE2cbWFoIiQZRBtp6uMJMJIp9PbExU-2DtffrWx4GiIQ_viewform-3Fusp-3Dheader&d=DwMFAg&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=fwh_io6bzH8D6N2QTeWWURpwxGm5vqxmx39j1Gn9lI4&m=B9QhVXrbEN4Lm3WSXhnUBdcNNmH3yLmQUwL4BXrt6ulyXAJcnsE2Vc4uDICTjwyB&s=Xnp0CWj1JEFoVevZyOgoPl6YakS_7hPM7vfhKVoYBpA&e=














2025 School Prizegiving & Picnic
Tuesday 16 December – School Assembly area   (or Rm 4 if poor weather)
Prizegiving starts at 5pm.  
BYO Picnic starts approx. 6.15pm. 

We will have our formal prizegiving for the whole school in the assembly area first, followed by a 
BYO picnic, as we celebrate the end of the school year.
There will be class awards for every classroom, trophies, Yr 6 graduation, and much, much more! 

We will move through things quickly so everyone can then relax and enjoy the picnic. 
It will be wonderful to have the whole school come together to end the school year.  

 

 

  



Parent/Student/Teacher Conferences: Feb 2026 

At the start of the 2026 school year we use ‘conferences’ to ignite the school year!

Wednesday 4 February and Thursday 5 February - between 9am & 4pm  (to be confirmed)

Parents/caregivers, the student and the new teacher for 2026 will meet - a great chance to 
get to know and understand each other as the school year starts!
Open and honest dialogue to help build ‘kotahitanga’ (unity & togetherness)!

The primary aims of the conferences are for parents/caregivers and students to share:
- Student strengths - learning and personal
- Potential goals/targets for the student - learning and personal
- Any important and/or unique information 
- Any questions or concerns (past or present)

You will receive information in January 2026 which will outline how to book a conference and 
what is required to prepare for these conferences.

 

  



Important Dates: Term 4 & beyond!  
Ag Day Saturday Saturday 18 October - starting at 9am

Day in lieu of Ag Day Friday 24 October (school closed) 

Labour Day Monday 27 October (school closed) 

Ag Day Prizegiving/School Assembly Friday 7 November at 9am  

Coatesville’s Got Talent Friday 7 November (afternoon)    

School Prizegiving Tuesday 16 December starting at 5pm

Last day for 2025 Wednesday 17 December - finish at 1pm

2026 (To be confirmed)

Student/Parent/Teacher Conferences  Wednesday 4 & Thursday 5 February 9am-4pm (TBC)

2026 Day 1 for all students Monday 9 February  (TBC)



Albany Junior High School - Enrolments

Enrolment for Year 6 Students Entering AJHS in 2026

If your child is planning to attend Albany Junior High School (AJHS) in 2026, please note that 

enrolment is not automatic. Every child and their family must complete the AJHS enrolment process.

Please enrol your child as soon as possible by clicking this link:

www.ajhs.school.nz/enrolment

*(scroll down the page to find ENROL).

AJHS is asking families to enrol before Term 4, 2025. Early enrolments enable the school to:

● Carefully place your child into the appropriate whānau and homeroom class.

● Apply for resources and support your child may need for their learning journey.

● Ensure enough teaching staff are employed to maintain strong teacher and student ratios

The earlier you enrol, the more time AJHS has to plan. This preparation ensures a smooth, 

well-organised, and positive start to your child’s Junior High School experience.

Thank you so much.     Ngā Manaakitanga    Cushla Shepherd  Principal | Tumuaki

 

http://www.ajhs.school.nz/enrolment







