
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 April 2016                                             Newsletter 10 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 

 

Coatesville Competencies 
Congratulations to students who have been awarded 
their prestigious ‘Responsibility’, ‘Reflection’ and 
‘Respect’ Competency bands recently!  
And “Well done!” to the students who have displayed the 
competencies and been rewarded with a “Gotcha” ticket 
– and from the “Gotcha” draw earned themselves a 
Westfield voucher (from our wonderful Coatesville 
Competency sponsor Nicky White of Precision Real 
Estate). Check out the Coatesville Competencies web 
page and the Coatesville Competencies blog for more 
information!  

‘Lockdown’ practice   
Last Thursday the school went into ‘lockdown’ – to help students and teachers be prepared in case we ever 
have a real scenario that requires it.  
We practice a ‘lockdown’ or ‘reverse evacuation’ twice per year. For last week’s practice we had an observer, 
from Health & Safety consultants “All About People”, who watched the practice scenario unfold and 
afterwards gave us feedback. He was very impressed with the way the staff and students conducted 
themselves – calmly and efficiently throughout the whole practice. Well done Coatesville School! 
While people may think ‘armed or violent intruder’ when we think of a lockdown, this scenario is not a very 
common one fortunately. (Although it does happen – like in Albany a year ago with a person trying to evade 
police, although no one was in direct harm from this.) 
Reasons for a lockdown will vary. It could be a threat from a swarm of bees, an electrical storm or other 
extreme weather event, or a roaming animal that lead us all to take refuge inside - until any potential danger 
has disappeared.   
Later in the year we will conduct another practice with the whole school and communicate a very specific 
scenario. We will communicate this to you during and after the practice – and it will test our communication 
systems too.    
 

Thank you! Thank you! 
Phillip Herbst & Lyn Farrent - for the donation of a prize from the recent Finest Garden Party. As a result our 
school benefited from $1000 of property maintenance work from Supercity Property Services, who donated 
the prize initially. Thanks to all concerned! We are very grateful. 

                               “Aim! Strive! Achieve!”     
  

                                               www.coatesville.school.nz              
     

Phone: 09 415 9218   Email: office@coatesville.school.nz 
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Parent-Teacher-Student conferences: 
Wednesday 13 April 3:15-6 pm and Thursday 14 April 3:15-5 pm 
 

Year 1-3 students on the Term 1/Term 3 reporting cycle would’ve received a progress or achievement report on Friday.  
To follow-up these reports, the 3-way conferences are an essential part of the reporting cycle.  
They support and enhance the information contained in the student reports. They further clarify the progress or 
achievement against the National Standards in Reading, Writing & Mathematics and confirm next steps in the learning 
process. 
It is an ideal chance for all parties to acknowledge successes and look towards future learning. 

 
Conference Guidelines  
Teachers will keep the conferences structured so all areas are covered and time is well utilised. 
Students will play an active part in sharing their ‘progress’ and ‘next steps’. The extent of this will vary, depending upon 
student readiness & ability to share their learning. Predominantly four areas - Coatesville Values/Competencies, 
Reading, Writing, Mathematics – will be examined. 
Parents will have the chance to ask questions and understand more about the learning progressions we use within our 
school. 
If there is the potential for issues to be raised, that may be inappropriate to talk about with the child present, this 
should be brought to the attention of the teacher before the conference day. Then it can be positively addressed during 
the conference or time can be made to discuss the issue on another day. 
 

Booking a conference 
To book a conference please follow these instructions. 
    1) Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz 
    2) Enter our new school code – wtgsr 
    3) Enter your details 
    4) Select your child’s year level 
    5) Select your child’s classroom teacher  
    6) Choose your time 
If you have any difficulties please contact the school office immediately. 

 

North Shore Primary Schools Swimming Competition 
Our team of 18 performed very well at this event last Thursday 7th April against 450 swimmers from 20 other North 
Shore primary schools. Congratulations to all of our swimmers, particularly to Una Dennehy, Cooper Murrie, Lachie 
Cruickshank, Nathan Graham and Kyle Windust who were placed in the top 3 in one or more of their events. A big thank 
you to all of our parents that helpers, especially Catriona Dawson and Tara Murrie who were our team managers at the 
event. Full results from the day can be found on the P.E/Health & Sport Blog. 

 

“800 Words” filming in Coatesville 

During the first week of the school holidays (19-21 April) filming for the TV show “800 Words” will be undertaken in 
Coatesville, including a country cricket match on our school field. There will be minimal impact on the school and they 
have promised us a nice fee for the use of our grounds. 
So expect to see some ‘action’ in Coatesville next week! 
 

Holiday maintenance 

There will also be maintenance completed on the big trees down the school driveway and an upgrade of our 
security/fire alarm systems.  
 

Swimming Pool – end of season 

Friday 15th April at 3pm - the pool will be closed for the season.  
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  
Considering being a Board of Trustee member. Our 2016 elections will be taking place on 3 June. Nominations will be 

called on 6 May and closing 20 May. If considering this opportunity please visit the following website:  www.trustee-

election.co.nz/becoming-a-trustee. Chrissie Dunn, Returning Officer. 
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 Coatesville School Board of Trustees News March 2016 
 

Board of Trustee elections 
Elections for the Coatesville School Board of Trustees will take place on 3 June 2016. These elections take place every 
three years, in accordance with Ministry of Education requirements. This year, the school community will be asked to 
nominate and elect 5 parent representatives. If you are interested in becoming a trustee and would like to get a sense 
of what is involved, you are welcome to attend our next Board meeting on 3 May at 7pm in the staff room. You are 
also very welcome to contact any existing board members to find out a little more. Contact details can be found at: 
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/board-of-trustees.html 
Some current board members will be re-standing at the elections and some will be standing down.  
  
Masterplan/Charter launch 
Thank you to all the parents who attended the launch of our school Masterplan and Charter earlier this month. It was 
a great evening and we hope you took away a greater understanding of where we are heading as a school. If you 
missed the evening and/or would like more information the link to the Masterplan is: 
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/coatesville-rec-centre  
 
The Charter can be found at: http://www.coatesville.school.nz/school-charter 
 
 
Sports uniform/logo update 
One option for a new school sports uniform was modelled at the Masterplan and Charter evening a few weeks ago as 
well as at a school assembly. Work continues on this with other options being considered. No decisions have yet been 
made and the Board is committed to consultation with our school community on this matter.  
We are also working on developing a new logo for the school which will incorporate a new school motto.  
We look forward to sharing developments on both of these issues with the school community in the coming months. 
 
Policy review 
The Board reviewed our School Swimming Pool and Alcohol/Drugs policies as part of our ongoing review of school 
policies.  
 
Principal’s Performance Agreement 
The Board agreed the Principal’s Performance Agreement for 2016. The document includes goals identified through 
the annual appraisal of the Principal in 2015 and will be used to inform the Principal’s appraisal in 2016. The Board 
also approved a timetable for the Principal’s appraisal in 2016. This process will take place from December 2016-
February 2017. 
 
Fundraising priorities for 2016 
Our school relies on a number of fundraising activities and events throughout the year to help provide a range of 
items, activities and developments that aren’t covered by our Ministry of Education funding. Our big ticket items are 
detailed in our School Masterplan. Some short-term priorities identified by the Board include: heating and ventilation 
for classrooms; a new school sports uniform; ventilation in toilets; more soccer goals; a working bee to remove and 
re-use parts of the car track; court fencing and seating; and outdoor musical instruments. 
Our school PFA runs some wonderful events and activities through the year to support these goals. They always 
welcome extra helpers so please consider attending a meeting or emailing the PFA with offers of help. The PFA meets 
every second Friday of the month at 1,45pm in Room 2. More information on the PFA can be found at: 
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/pfa.html 
The school is also keen to attract sponsorship for events and items. If you are interested in sponsoring the school in 
anyway please contact Heather Seel at: hseel@coatesville.school.nz 
 
The Board meets again on 3 May at 7pm in the staff room. Anyone is welcome to attend but only Board members 
have speaking rights. 
 
Contact details for Board members can be found at:  
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/board-of-trustees.html  
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Thank You! 

A big thank you to the Coatesville Pony Club for donating a huge load of mulch from 
the arena for our fruit trees.  Also a big thanks to Victoria Cadness for organising and 
Craig Brockliss for coming to the rescue with his tractor. 
They have done a fantastic job and the fruit trees are looking better for it. 
  

ICAS exams: Year 4-6 students 
FINAL CHANCE TO REGISTER! 
ICAS is an academic competition suited to some of our children. 
Please click the ICAS exams 2016 link to the website NOW for more 
information.  
If you are interested please make sure you sign up for the 2016 

exams – entries will be confirmed by the end of this week. 

 

Thank you for a very successful term. Staff, students, BOT, parent helpers and parent supporters have all played their 

part in making the first term of the year a very productive and enjoyable one. 

As a school we are focused on implementing very clear, aspirational plans for the year, with the help of our very 

dedicated staff and the openness, eagerness and enthusiasm of our wonderful students. 

Have a super holiday and we will welcome everyone back in two weeks – ready for a huge effort for the next 10 

weeks. 

Thank you very much for all your support. 

Ka kite ano.  Hei konā mai.     

Richard Johnson   

Richard Johnson – Principal 

 

Donate to the School by picking your own apples at Windmill Orchard 

294 Coatesville-Riverhead Highway – next to Fernielea Café 
Bring family and friends to pick delicious, crisp, tree ripened apples 

Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th April 
10am till 4pm 

$3.00 kg with 50% donated to the school 
 

From The PFA 
 Please click on this link and like the Coatesville School PFA Facebook Page to receive regular updates! 

 Kids Disco - Save the Date:  Friday, 13th May - Black Friday theme 
 

PFA After School Café: After school on Friday 15th April at the Netball courts 

On Sale - Delicious home baked cupcakes/muffins $2 each and Iceblocks $1 each 
Bring your money and enjoy a treat with your friends. 
 

Recipes Wanted - we are looking for all your best family recipes, hints or kitchen tips. We are putting together an 

amazing book full of recipes and handy hints from Coatesville Kitchens - 100 Years of Rural Goodness. Anything goes - 
baking, chutneys, your best family meal, smoothies, breads, sauces. Healthy, decadent we want them all! Please email 
your recipe or handy hint (stain removal secrets, uses for baking soda, sugar replacement tips etc.) to Tara at 
taramurrie@vodafone.co.nz or drop a copy into the school office. Together we can make this a beautiful book to 
celebrate our Centenary.  

http://www.coatesville.school.nz/icas.html
https://www.facebook.com/Coatesvilleschool/
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Keas in Coatesville 
Do you have a 6-8 year old boy or girl who would like to join 
Coatesville Scout Group as a Kea? If you are interested or 
would like to find out more please ring or email Shirley Jensen 
0212110433 hawke@xtra.co.nz  

 

School Holiday Baking Workshops for Kids! 
A fun and educational workshop designed to excite and 
inspire children in the kitchen!   Led by a Food Technologist 
with experience teaching kids to bake –they will be creating 
delicious goodies with a focus on learning baking techniques 
and will also be introduced to the science behind their 
delectable concoctions. 
Where: Dairy Flat Community Hall 
When:  Monday 25th April 9.30-11.30 am 
  Tuesday 26th April 9.30-11.30am 
Who:   Children 7-12 years 
Cost:   $40 per child/per session 
To Register: For more information or to register please 
contact Get Ho. Email getkwanho@gmail.com Phone 09 
4267079 Text     0220262886 

 

Community Notices 
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