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Dear Parents/Caregivers
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa
Dear Parents
Thank you so much for your support on Friday for our staff attending a teachers’ union meeting. It was an important
meeting for teachers to be informed of the upcoming negotiations for the teachers’ collective agreement.
It is absolutely vital we do something about the issues which are affecting education. There is a real need for urgency at
this time. On Thursday I sent an email (with an attachment from NZEI) to all families to outline the concerns.
The email attachment has been reproduced later in this newsletter.
Communities have a huge role to play with these issues. The government needs to hear the concerns of parents before
the situation gets much worse. We are worried about the lowering of teacher quality, the lack of availability of enough
teachers and the increasing of class sizes which will become very apparent across the whole country.
At our school we need to retain our quality teachers and attract excellent ones as required. We need to provide
conditions of work which make them want to stay in Auckland, in the country and/or in the profession. But it is very
hard. For example, we lost 6 quality teachers in 2016 – two to retirement and FOUR went overseas. Three of those
teachers are teaching overseas and one has returned but is no longer looking at teaching as an option.
Having such a high staff turnover for the start of 2017 was an extremely difficult situation to contend with. Thankfully
we all worked very hard to overcome this and then we had very few changes for 2018.
But the availability of teachers & leaders in Auckland is so dire at present that replacing any current staff members
would be a very uncertain process.
The number of people training to teach is down hugely leaving us short of quantity and quality to choose from – now
and into the immediate future.
The situation can change – that is what we will be asking for - and if it does it will give more certainty to schools like
ours (ie. highly desirable places to teach but even we can only attract minimal candidates).

EASTER BREAK – 5 days!
Please be aware that students and staff have 5 days off over Easter.
School will be closed on Friday and won’t reopen until Wednesday 4 April! Schools are closed on ‘Easter Tuesday’.

Congestion at the gate
Last week I met with a community transport co-ordinator from Auckland Transport to further discuss possible solutions
for the difficulties we have with traffic, especially after school.
At this stage AT are proposing a possible ‘kea crossing’, which is a designated crossing but without the white pedestrian
stripes. He will again get an engineer to examine the layout of our site and make some recommendations.
Hopefully something tangible will come from these discussions.
But in the meantime please consider the other possibilities to ease traffic floated a few weeks ago:
- The school buses are underutilised. If your children are able to catch a bus please consider it. Or if you would
like to better understand the bus routes please talk to the office staff
- A ‘walking school bus’ has started from the Glenmore Rd area
- Delay your arrival after school by 10-15 mins – there will be parks close to school for you

Hazard identification and ‘near miss’ incidents
Another very important way in which you can help our students stay safe is through the identification of hazards or
‘near miss’ incidents.
Staff, students, parents AND the community are given the opportunity to report hazards or ‘near misses’ through our
school website (under ‘Our School/Health & Safety’) or through this direct link:
Hazard Identification & ‘Near Misses’ incidents form
This is a simple form to complete to ensure direct information is quickly and accurately relayed.
All responses via this form will go to me personally, to our caretaker and to our staff Health & Safety rep. You may be
subsequently asked for addition information if necessary otherwise we will conduct an assessment based on the
information received and react as appropriate.
Thank you to those people who have used this form in the past and also recently. We use the information to eliminate,
isolate or minimise the actual hazard or a potential hazard.

Inter School Swimming Sports
Last Tuesday saw Coatesville School hosting
four other schools for the Interschool
Swimming Sports.
All of our students swum extremely well and
showed great sportsmanship cheering each
other on with a variety of chants!
We qualified for most finals with notable
placings by Ariane Dawson (2 X 2nd and a 3rd),
May Peng (2nd and a 3rd), Elsa Aitken (2nd and 3rd) and Theo Dawson (2nd).
Thank you to the fabulous parents who helped with timing and packing up.
Our next swimming event is the Primary Schools Swimming Competition on the 12th April.
Mark van Dam, Sports Co-Ordinator, Coatesville School

Crazy Hair Day – $240.60 raised for Leukaemia and Blood Cancer New Zealand
Thank you to everyone who brought a gold coin donation to school on Friday and made their
hair look crazy! We raised $240.60 for Leukaemia and Blood Cancer NZ. The student leaders
had a tough time deciding on the winners in each class because so many students had made
an amazing effort. A big thank you also to the Student Leaders for making, and putting up, the
posters.

ICAS exams: Year 4-6 students
ICAS is an academic competition that is offered as an extension opportunity for our students who are excelling in
literacy, mathematics and science. ICAS requires a high level of commitment from families as students are expected to
prepare for the exams at home. The school will support them by providing copies of previous exams that they can work
on at home, as well as some short sessions on how to approach the exam questions. If your child is in Year 4, 5 or 6, is
excelling in science, mathematics, reading or spelling and they can commit to putting in the time and effort needed to
practice at home, then register for ICAS today!
Please click the ICAS exams 2018 link to the website NOW for more information.
If you are interested, please make sure you sign up and pay for the 2018 exams by Friday 6 April.

E- Award
At assembly, the E-award monitors, He-su and Winter commented that classes were keeping the outside areas their
classrooms tidy and there was not much rubbish.
This week’s awards went to
1st Room 13
2nd Room 9
3rd Room 8

Scholastic Book orders and Book Fair
The second Scholastic Book Order pamphlet for this term went home last week. If you wish to place an order, please
complete the on-line order form by following the prompts at: mybookclub.scholastic.co.nz. by 9 am Friday 30th March.
Orders are on-line only please do not send any money or forms to school - thank you.

Scholastic Book Fair Tues 8th May to Thurs 10th May - Open from 2:30pm to 3.30pm
each day.
We are having a book fair week 2, Term 2 as part of our Literacy fortnight. The students will have
a chance to look at the books on sale during school time. Please come along and have a look - it’s
a good chance to stock up the present box and buy some new books. Our school Library benefits
by being able to choose new books from the percentage of sales. Thank you for your support. Lisa
Pyne & Melissa Blignault (Librarians).
Ka kite ano. Hei konā mai.

Richard Johnson
Richard Johnson – Principal

Message for school whanāu
You may be aware of the nationwide NZEI Te Riu Roa
union meetings held recently for primary and area
school principals and teachers.
Staff from our school attended a meeting last week to
discuss solutions vital to addressing the growing crisis
in recruiting and retaining teachers. There has been a
40% drop in the number of people going into teacher training in just the past six years.
Without bold interventions, we could see class sizes growing rapidly over the next few years.
With teachers and principals throughout the country, NZEI members at our school will be discussing a number
of initiatives to ensure quality teaching for every child and how to make teaching attractive and sustainable
as a career. These include:
 Reduced class sizes in year 4-8 (From 1 teacher to 29 students down 1 to 25)
 Funding for a special needs coordinator in every school, to meet the needs of every child and free up
classroom teachers to teach
 A significant pay jolt to encourage new people to enter the profession and stay in it. Along with
reduced numbers entering teacher training, a large number of teachers leave the profession within
five years of graduating.
Children need teachers with enough time to teach so they can give each child the attention they deserve, and
children need talented and inspiring people to be attracted to teaching. Children are missing out on some
opportunities to learn because teachers are bogged down in administration or are struggling to get enough
support for children with additional learning needs.
The meeting schedule has been planned so that teachers and principals across the country can work out the
best meetings for them to attend, including the option of groups of teachers attending meetings at different
times. This is to help reduce disruption to teaching programmes, children and parents.
Our children deserve the best education in the world, and New Zealand can afford to provide it. It’s just a
matter of priorities.
We value your support for this important issue.

Community Notices
Can You Help? Easter Egg Collection for Ronald Macdonald House
Thank you to the families who have generously donated Easter Eggs and Easter goodies for the
out of Auckland families currently staying at Ronald McDonald House. So far 9 grocery bags have
been sent in from our school! I will be doing one more collection on Wednesday morning at 9am
in the carpark, (red Mitsubishi). Thanks Debbie Skillcorn and Clover Whiteley (RMH volunteer).

Do you like cookies? (Yeah!)
We are a group of senior Long Bay College Business Studies Extension Students (one is a past pupil of Coatesville School)
who, as part of this course have to designing, produce, market and sell a product as a group.
We are producing cookie mix in a jar – all ingredients measured out and packed into a reusable cookie jar!
All you need to do is add butter and an egg, mix everything together and you'll have incredible, warm and homemade cookies in a matter of minutes!
Perfect for keeping the kids entertained on those rainy, wintery days spent indoors as well as the upcoming
holidays!
The current options available are:
 Original Choc Chip ($10)
 ANZAC Cookies ($10)
 Brownies ($14)
*All jars make approximately 24 cookies or brownies.
Please send through any orders or inquiries to baysbakingcompany@gmail.com Orders will be ready for local
collection/delivery in early April.
We will also be donating a portion of our profits to KidsCan to help support underprivileged children and schools.

Coatesville ANZAC Day Service – 7am Wednesday, 25 April 2018 at
the Coatesville Settlers Hall
Creative Matters Art Workshops After School At Coatesville
Are you looking for a creative outlet for your child? Creative Matters run quality, artist/teacher led art
workshops after school now on Tuesdays 3pm - 5pm, right here in Coatesville at the Settlers Hall. Our
tutor will meet your child at school and walk them to the venue!
http://www.creativematters.co.nz/artworkshops-for-children.html
Creative Matters also run art workshops for youth after school and in the holidays (ages 11-16) at Kumeu Arts
Centre. http://www.creativematters.co.nz/artworkshopsforyoungpeople.html Mandy Jakich 021808126n

Learn to Draw and Paint (for ages 7 – 12yrs)
Kids that love drawing and painting keep coming back to these School
Holiday One-Day Workshops and After-School Art classes with step-bystep guidance from artist Eion Bryant.
ONE-DAY WORKSHOP: April 17th, 10.00am – 3.00pm, Browns Bay, cost
$50.
AFTER-SCHOOL ARTISTS: Wednesdays, 3.30 – 5.00pm for 4 weeks
starting May 2, cost $70.
Bookings: eion@eionbryant.com, ph. 483 6703

Art Day for Children (ages 7 - 12 yrs.)
If your child loves drawing and painting they will love this one-day
workshop with artist Eion Bryant. With step-by-step instruction they will
draw then create a vibrant acrylic painting learning tips and techniques
along the way. Fun and focused! Venue: Kumeu Arts Centre, Friday 20th
April, 10.00am – 3.00pm. Cost: $50 (includes all materials) Bookings:
eion@eionbryant.com, Ph. 09 483 6703

