
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
28th November 2017                                    Newsletter 37 
 
Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa 
 

Amongst the many aspects high on our priority list lately has been the confirmation of our classroom structure for 2018. 
You can read about that below via our new team leaders and get an initial chance to understand how our big picture 
priorities for next year. 
The classroom placement process is underway too and will be completed later next week, ready for students to meet 
their new teacher in Week 9. So planning for 2018 is well underway! Alongside finishing and reviewing the success of 
our achievements for 2017.  
 

Staffing in 2018 
Our New Teams  
After considerable discussion we have decided to rename our teams for next year and make changes to the staffing and 
leadership structures around them. This signals a fresh way of using our teams – maximising the support around 
effective learning practices for both staff and students and the implementation of our learning model (“Aim! Strive! 
Achieve!”).  
It is an exciting change which we feel will give us a great deal of momentum heading into the new year. 
As a leadership team we have carefully examined how we want our teams to operate next year. Our discussions have 
been based on a number of reviews this year (including feedback from students and parents). This has given us a great 
deal of clarity regarding what we want to achieve in 2018. Please click the respective links to the new teams below to 
hear about our intentions for 2018 (greater detail will be forthcoming in February) and to see the classroom structure 
and personnel for each team. 
 

The names and the new leaders of the teams are: 

Kahu Team  (Yr 4-6*)  Learning Leader:  Sarah Burnett       (click the link to read more) 
Tui Team      (Yr 3- 4)  Learning Leader:  Caleb Rosamond  (click the link to read more) 
Kiwi Team    (Yr 1-2)  Learning Leader:   Sharleen Telford  (click the link to read more) 
 

* Note: Kahu team will include a Yr 4/5 class due to the student numbers we have across Year 4 & 5 for the 2018 year.  
 

Team names 
We have given considerable thought to the new team names. We want them to be 
meaningful and signify our students’ journey through learning.  
As such we have aligned the names to our learning model diagram. 
Our ‘Kiwi’ … on the ground, using all their senses to learn and search for new 
understandings!  
Our ‘Tui’ … into the trees, taking flight, inquisitive, adventurous, extending themselves 
beyond their immediate learning environment!  
Our ‘Kahu’ … into the sky, gliding, confident, understanding all below, ready to spread 
their wings for new horizons of understanding! 
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Staffing & Classroom structure – how does it work? 
Each year the school classroom structure can look quite different. For a school of our size the variation in numbers at 
different year levels has a significant impact on this.  eg. Yr 5s for 2018 have 57 students, our Yr 6s only have 36   
This presents challenges when making class sizes manageable and comparable; for ensuring a gender balance; and a 
year level balance across the composite classes.   
This year has been particularly challenging because of the size of our current Yr 3 & 4 groups. 
In 2019, if numbers stay the same, we will be looking at a very different structure across the Yr 4-6 levels.        
 
As it is a complicated process there may be questions or comments you wish to share.  
So after assembly this Friday 1 December I will make myself available to discuss the way we structure classes each 
year.  
If you have questions or want to better understand the process please join me in the staffroom for a discussion.  
It isn’t a time to talk about individual student placement but it can help parents better understand how we end up with 
the structure we do each year.     
  

Other Staffing News 
Sharleen Telford will be back as Deputy Principal and leader of Kiwi Team (Yr 1-2) in 2018. We warmly welcome her 
back to our staff in a fulltime capacity as a teacher and as a leader. It will be really great to have her presence back in 
the school. 
Jesse Chiari also returns fulltime next year and will provide release for specific leaders and teachers across the school.  
After the difficult last 12 months she has endured it is lovely to have her back in school at present and starting a fresh 
new year. Great to have her back too. 
Nicola Gilkison (one of our Yr 5-6 teachers currently on leave for this year) has requested we extend her leave of 
absence. This was granted, due to personal circumstances, so unfortunately she will not start the 2018 year with us. 
She is currently living in South Korea but will return from overseas sometime during the year. If there is a teaching 
position available when she returns we will definitely look to lock her in! But regardless of those plans she is 
scheduled, and very keen, to return fulltime in 2019. 
Cherrie Leefe will leave our school at the end of this year to move to Tauranga. After many, many years of extremely 
valued service to our school we will farewell Cherrie. We will speak more about her contributions, and honour her 
later, but we wish her a wonderful time in her new surroundings. 
Prue Blackmore is ‘retiring’ from regular teaching service. After stepping down as Deputy Principal last year she has 
very ably taught part-time in Rm 3 during 2017. We will also acknowledge her huge contribution - over 10 years of 
excellent service - over the coming weeks. 
Julie Tolsma has secured a position at Sherwood School for 2018. Many congratulations to Julie on her appointment 
and we wish her all the very best for her the next steps in her teaching career.  Thank you to Julie for her work as a 
leader and a teacher this year. 
 

Digital learning: BYOD in 2018 
As mentioned last week, after careful consideration of feedback from staff, students and parents during a trial period 
over the past two years, the BOT has decided to adopt BYOD (Bring Your Own Device) Policy at the Yr 5-6 level in the 
2018 school year and beyond. (At this stage those Yr 4s placed in a Yr 4/5 class for 2018 will have the option to bring 
their own device but this will be discussed with those students/parents after class placement). 
We feel the introduction of the BYOD policy over the past two years has given staff and students greater access to 
important learning tools. We also feel it is absolutely necessary to continue the momentum we have with our newly 
developed learning model and the ongoing review of how to use digital tools to achieve success with learning.  
An information pack will be sent out all parents of Year 4 and 5 students next Friday (see below). Included in this pack 
will be information regarding our BYOD and Cyber-safe Policies as well as a flyer from leading retailers, for parents 
wishing to purchase chromebooks (our preferred device) for the 2018 school year.  
 

Digital Classrooms in Action – BYOD Showcase in Year 5 and 6 Classrooms - Friday 8th Dec 
Next Friday, after assembly, we will be giving the parents of all Year 3-5 students the opportunity to see our Year 5-6 
digital classrooms in action. This is a fantastic opportunity for parents to learn more about our BYOD journey so far, and 
to ask any questions you may have about BYOD, as we continue the digital direction we have already embarked upon.  
Join us in the staffroom after assembly for a brief introduction, (approx. 9:45am), followed by Year 5-6 Digital 
Classrooms in Action Showcase in Rms 1, 3 and 4 from 10-11:00am. 



Our Year 3-4 students will also be given the opportunity to visit the Year 5-6 classes at this time, to answer any further 
questions they may have.  
In the meantime please visit our ICT page on the website for the most relevant and up to date information including 
BYOD Information and FAQs. 

 
Reports and Parent-Teacher-Student Reports/Conferences:  
Reports will go home to relevant students on Friday 8 December (Week 8).  
Yr 4-6 students: All students will receive an ‘Achievement’ report.  
Yr 1-3 students: Those students who are on the Terms 2 & 4 reporting cycle will receive a ‘Progress’ or an ‘Achievement’ 
report, depending on the cycle they are on.  
Parents can then schedule a parent-teacher-student conference for the following week (see below).  
If you had a report in Term 3 you will not receive one or have a conference with the teacher. If you are still unsure 
about this process please ask your child’s teacher.  

Parent-Teacher- Student conferences:  
15 minute Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences will take place in the second to last week of term (Week 9) on: Tuesday 
12 December 2:15-7 pm and Wednesday 13 December 2:15-6pm pm  
 
Guidelines for conferences (please click the link to see the expectations we have for these conferences) 
 
PLEASE NOTE:   School will finish at 2pm on both of those days.   
                               School buses will leave as usual at 3. 
 

School Prizegiving & Picnic  
The end of the year is looming but we want all students and their families to be a part of this event! 
Thursday 14 December – School Assembly area 
Prizegiving starts at 5pm. BYO Picnic starts approx. 6pm 

 
Our Special Weekly Awards 

Every week we recognise people who have made a meaningful contribution to our school.  
We rightfully acknowledge them at our Friday assemblies each week in front of hundreds of people. 
The winners certainly deserve every bit of recognition and plenty of thanks and applause for jobs well done!  
Winners of the awards for the last two weeks were: 
 

Cool Kiwi - for a positive contribution to the school environment: 
- Heather Seel for her wonderful success with gaining a grant for $8000 for the painting of the swimming 

pool. This goes along with the $10000 she earned earlier in the year for the drop-down blinds outside 
Rms 8, 9, 10, 11 & 12. What a star!!! 

 

Tomato Dude – for a special class/group/individual of the week: 
- All the parents and ex-students that helped at our school athletics day  
- All the students who competed at our school athletics day  
- Mr Roycroft for spending many hours ensuring our field was looking fantastic and perfectly marked 

for our school athletics day 
 

Cracker Jacks Award- for an individual/group/class that has shown great sportsmanship:   
- Year 5/6 Hockey teams for their fantastic efforts at the Hockey Tournament on Tuesday 

 
 

Wednesday 20th December – 2pm Finish For The Last Day Of The School Year! 
School will finish at 2pm on the last day and school buses will also leave then. 
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Pizza Day – Next Monday 4 December 
An order form will go home with each child this Thursday. 
Please fill out ONE form per child and give to the classroom teacher on Monday before 9.30am. 
Remember – there will be no Sausage Sizzle that Monday. 
 

 

Swimming Pool 
The pool repainting project is getting near completion. With curing time for the paint, filling the pool with water and 
getting the system up and running again it will likely be open on Friday 8 December or sometime soon after.  
We will keep you informed! 
All pool keys must be renewed or purchased before the school office closes for the holidays and preferably not in the 
last week of term.  
 

Book Buddies 
This is the last week pizza wheels will be handed out as they expire on the 3rd December. Please ensure any completed 
wheels are redeemed before this date. Thank you for your support with our book buddies. It’s been amazing seeing all 
the keen readers and their buddies in the library before school. 
 

Year 3-6 Athletics Day  
 Thanks again to everyone who assisted on the Wednesday 22nd November - we cannot hold these sorts of 
events without your ongoing support!      50m &  80m Sprint Results 
5yr  Boys                                                         5yr Girls              
1st Parker Mitchell-Mckeown                     1st Brooke Bates 
2nd Samuel Penny                                         2nd Louisa Farmer 
3rd Jonty Blignault                                         3rd Poppy Becker 

 

6yr Boys                                                          6yr Girls 
1st Monty Cruickshank                                 1st Maddy Doidge 
2nd Cooper Newman                                    2nd Briar King 
3rd Oliver Pudney                                          3rd Zoe Leong 

 

7yr Boys                                                          7yr Girls 
1st Beau Henderson                                      1st Sienna Wharton 
2nd Alexander Smith                                     2nd Ariane Dawson 
3rd Ethan Bates                                              3rd Sonya Kulko 

 

8yr Boys                                                          8yr Girls 
1st Harry Martin                                             1st Makayla Graham 
2nd Max Seel                                                   2nd Mia Cadwallader 
3rd Theo Hoban                                              3rd Ruby Burnett 

 

9yr Boys                                                          9yr Girls 
1st Levi Dawson                                              1st Lauren Wycherley 
2nd Phoenix Roycroft                                     2nd Peyton McCoy 
3rd Brooklyn Horan                                        3rd May Peng 

 

10yr Boys                                                         10yr Girls 
1st Lachie Cruickshank                                   1st Parisa Fouladi 
2nd Joseph Brown                                           2nd Ella Thompson 
3rd Oscar Seel                                                  3rd Tayla Munt 

 

11yr Boys                                                         11yr Girls 
1st Cody Butler                                                1st Cheyenne Spencer 
2nd Jordan Stanley                                          2nd Lily Watson 
3rd Jack Bateman                                                   3rd Ellie Robertson 



 
Overall Age Group Champions 

Year 3 Boys - Ethan Bates              Year 3 Girls - Sienna Wharton 
8yr Boys - Max Seel                         8yr Girls - Sophie Knill 
9yr Boys - Levi Dawson                   9yr Girls - Lauren Wycherley 
10yr Boys - Lachie Cruickshank    10yr Girls - Parisa Fouladi 
11yr Boys - Cody Butler                 11yr Girls - Cheyenne Spencer 

 

Full results from all events can be viewed on the Health & 
P.E Blog on our website.  
 
We have a great team of 9yr olds and up competing at the 
Super Cluster Athletics Day at Kristin School today. No 
doubt, they will have represented Coatesville with pride and 
excellence! Keep an eye out in next week’s newsletter for 
the results from this event.  

 
 
 Year 5/6 Small Sticks Hockey Festival 

As part of them Women’s Hockey World League Finals being held at Harbour 
Hockey over the last two weeks there was a Year 5/6 Small Sticks Festival which 
was run on the 21 November.   We were lucky to be able to enter two teams into 
the event enabling 16 kids to be involved.  Both teams got to play 11 pool games, 
and then based on the pool rankings got to play off for the finals.  Our Coatesville 
Black team came fourth overall which was a great effort. Thanks to the Sandy, 
Sarah, Catriona for helping on the day.  It was a fun day with a lot of hockey being 
played and the kids had a great time.  All of the kids played with great 
sportsmanship and did themselves and Coatesville School proud. 

 

E award for week 6 
3rd equal are Room 10 
2nd place id Room 9 
1st place is Room 5 
 

Upcoming Events 

Please check the school calendar for upcoming dates and events! 
 

From FOTS  
Thank you very much to the CWI (Coatesville’s Country Womens Institute) for donating $200 from their Ag Day stall 
which will be going towards the reading resource room.  We really appreciate their support! 
Order your Christmas Organic Hams from Blackforest Gourmet Butchery, who kindly donated a ham towards Ag 
Day.  Order form with details to come home later this week and will be available online next week.  Some proceeds will 
come back to the school. 

 Re-useable Bags (some sold on Ag Day) are available for purchase for TWO WEEKS ONLY, then 
they will be returned!  $5 each and $2 comes directly to Coatesville School.  They make great 
gifts and help lower the use of plastic bags in our environment too!  To purchase please contact 
Heather by email or text: mailto:hseel@coatesville.school.nz or 021 664 749.  Pay directly into 
the Coatesville School PFA account: 12-3059-0341655-00 quoting name & reusable bags and 
let Heather know how many for her to leave in the school office upon payment. 

Also up for grabs are our cookbooks - $20 per cookbook or 2x for $30. Again contact Heather to confirm purchase. 
 

Thank you 
Ka kite ano.  Hei konā mai.   

 

Richard Johnson                  
Richard Johnson – Principal 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES   

 
Final Enrolment Interviews for 2018 are taking place on Thursday 25th January 
between 10.00am and 11.50am. Please ph 415 5473 or email office@ajhs.school.nz to 
make an interview appointment. 
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