
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th November 2017                                    Newsletter 34 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa 
 

I hope everyone had a fantastic weekend!  
As we enter the last few weeks of the term - and the school year - we have a number of very important events and 
activities to complete. Please watch out for the information in the newsletter and emails (and check the school calendar 
regularly) to make sure you know about upcoming dates and times. 
Choir trips, Athletics, student assessments, progress and achievement reports, Parent-Teacher-Student conferences, 
2018 classes finalised, School Prizegiving (Thurs 14 December), camps/trips and much, much more happen over a very 
busy few weeks in November/December. 
We want to finish this year as successfully as we can and also start the process towards making 2018 begin with plenty 
of momentum and focus. 
 

School Charter: Planning for 2018 and beyond 

Following on from the recent parent surveys (still available if you want to give some feedback and we haven’t had a 
high response rate at all!) I invite any interested parents to a discussion forum on Friday 10 November in the staffroom 
immediately after assembly. 
This is a chance for parents to be involved in discussions regarding our school’s direction and have further input into 
the revision of our school charter. 
On Friday I will speak to and specifically ask for further discussion on: 
Our new learning model 
Our school’s learning environment 
Our school’s targets  
Dealing with bullying 
 
But parents are able to share other aspects of school operations and any other issues you feel are necessary to share 
as we start our planning for 2018. 
 

Did you know?     Student Class Placement for 2018 

The placement of students into classes for 2018 will happen in the next few weeks.  
Classroom teachers hold the most relevant, up-to-date information about your child’s learning progress and 
achievement. Over the coming weeks teachers will complete all final assessments for end of year reporting - for those 
Yr 1-3 students due for Term 4 reports/conferences and all Yr 4-6 students.  
Teachers will meet after that to formally share individual student information, regarding academic progress, 
‘Coatesville Competency’ achievement and social needs.  

The information, and in-depth discussions arising ensure each child’s class placement is considered carefully. 
We have clear guidelines to follow:  
 
End of Year Class Placement Process 

The student’s current teacher holds the most relevant information for class placements. Parents, through their 
discussion and feedback with the teacher during the year, will certainly have their ideas and views considered. Teachers 
will bring all information about a student to the ‘student placement’ process.    
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After considerable consultation with teachers, the Senior Leadership Team will draft preliminary class lists. 
Consideration must be given to gender and year group ratios, and individual academic ability/progress and ‘Coatesville 
Competency’ achievement. After further consultation with teachers, lists will then be finalised by the Principal and 
Senior Leadership Team. 
Parents are to be consulted if there is any potential issue regarding their child’s placement.            
Communication with parents will be undertaken when year groups are to have different configurations (eg. Year 3s are 
in a Yr 2/3 class and Yr 3/4 classes).  
With the predicted roll numbers we have for 2018 so far it appears we will have a different classroom structure from 
the one we have this year.  
Every year the structure can look quite different because of the significant variation in numbers of students at each 
year level. As such there will be a number of composite classes but the exact structure has yet to be confirmed.  
Teachers have not yet been allocated to classes or year levels but discussions will be finalised soon. 
  
We do our utmost to ensure all students are placed appropriately. We are, at times, restricted by numbers of students 
at each year level and the respective options we then have, but do be assured that we conduct a very robust and 
thorough process and we are very well-placed heading into the class placement process for 2018. 

 
Swimming Pool 
This is due to be repainted next week so we should have the pool operational in the next couple of weeks – all going 
well! We will keep you up to date as things happen. Exsisting key holders that have children at Coatesville School will 
receive a letter this week via your eldest child with the details about how to re-purchase.  Community key holders 
letters will be posted this week.  Paperwork and payment needs to be completed by Thursday 23rd November. 
If you have not had a pool-key and are interested in purchasing one for the summer these will be available  from Monday 
13th November from the school office.  Keys can only be purchased from the school office. Please be aware that there 
is a limited number of keys available and we do sell out.  
 

South Kaipara Schools Group Day Success 

Four Coatesville students attended group day this year, Liam Murdock , Will and Jack Maclennan with their calves and 
Tayla Wall with her lamb. Will and Jack had a very successful day in their Light Breed Dairy classes. Will won the   
Lemmen Trophy and Jack the Leafield Cup (H Small) as well as being named the Reserve Champion and winning the 
Ellett Cup. Well done to all. 
 

Confirming student numbers for 2018 

Do you know anyone else who intends to enrol their child in 2018? 
Do you have any plans to move from the area in 2018?  
We are at present trying to get a clear indication of student numbers for 2018.  
It is extremely important we have an accurate picture of the number of students at each year level so we can arrange 
classes and class numbers with the right balance. This is especially important with our Year 1 student numbers. 
So if you have any additional information regarding your children in 2018 please let the office know asap. Thank you 
for your support. 
 

Cohort Entry Policy At Coatesville School  
At Coatesville School, we are investigating the possibility of introducing a Cohort Entry Policy for our children starting 
school.  Cohort Entry is about helping children to settle better at school. There is evidence that starting school alongside 
other children, helps children build relationships and supports a smoother transition to school life. Some schools are 
already doing Cohort Entry, as they believe it offers their children the best start to their school life. This can also mean 
less disruption for the other children in the class and the teachers, who can prepare for groups of children arriving on 
a specific date rather than on an individual basis throughout the year. 
Children will be able to start at a school with Cohort Entry at the beginning of the term closest to their fifth birthday, or 
the beginning of a later term. This means that some children, depending on when in the term their birthday falls, will 
be able to start school up to two months before they turn five, while other children will have to wait up to two months 
after their fifth birthday before they can start school. 
We value our community’s thoughts and opinions on this option. If you are able to complete this survey by Friday the 
17th of November, this will help contribute to our decisions moving forward. 
More information about Cohort Entry can be found here  
Thank you   Sharleen Telford 
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Student Leader Project – Cans for Good 
Thank you to everyone who bought in cans for our collected. As a school, we donated 537 cans to the Salvation Army’s 
food parcels. The winning class will be announced at assembly on Friday. Check out the latest school news to see the 
Student Leaders can creation. 
 

Wheels Day 
The Student Leaders are now busy planning a wheels day, which will be on Friday 17th November. More information 
regarding this will be emailed out to families towards the end of the week.  
 

Garden Club 
We would like to thank Adam Evans from Urbis Landscapes for his very generous donation of vegetable seedlings which 
have been put to great use in the school garden. Thank you also to Gail Dugmore and her team of keen gardeners who 
did such a great job planting them. The garden is looking extra lovely at the moment. We look forward to watching 
them grow over the summer months!  
Our School Garden Club meet on Monday lunchtime, with some budding young gardeners. We are looking for Parents 
or Grandparents who are willing to lend a hand. If you are interested in becoming involved in our school garden club, 
please talk to Amelia Macnab in Room 9 or email amacnab@coatesville.school.nz.  
  

Year 3-6 Athletics Day & Whole School Sprint Finals - Wednesday 22nd November 
The athletics day for children in Years 3-6 will be on Wednesday 22nd November, 9:15am start. This day concludes with 
the running finals for all age groups (5-11yrs) starting with the 5 year old girls at 2.30pm. Further information about the 
day can be found in the Athletics section of our website.  
As with all our of our sports events, we require a number parents to assist in a variety of roles to ensure a successful 
day. If you are able to help then please register you availability using the form on the Athletics page of our website.    

 
Upcoming Events 

Please check the school calendar for upcoming dates and events! 
 

From FOTS  

We are very excited to announce that besides having offered one of their Baby Barns chicken coops to our 2017 Ag Day 
Silent Auction, they are happy to pay Coatesville School $50 for every purchase of any of their products by a Coatesville 
School family.  Baby Barns is a small New Zealand company committed to providing a quality product that not only looks 
good but is designed specifically to meet your individual requirements.  Please click on their logo above for further 
information.  Thank you so much Dave from Baby Barns! 
 
Next FOTS Catch-up next Thursday, 16th November at the new Forester Cafe in Riverhead, 7.30pm to 9.30pm.  Come 
early for dinner or hang around after for a yarn over a drink!  Discussion points will include Ag Day feedback, Prize 
Giving BBQ/Picnic & Back to School Pool Party.  Please email friendsofcoatesvilleschool@gmail.com if you would like to 
attend or would like to know more.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

Thank you 
Ka kite ano.  Hei konā mai.   

 

Richard Johnson                  
Richard Johnson – Principal 
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COMMUNITY NOTICES 


