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Newsletter 2

Dear Parents/Caregivers
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa
Dear Parents
The start of the year is the perfect time to share information with our school community, as we establish plans,
procedures and routines for the year.
It is a time to share a number of important school aspects and to get your engagement and your support - and your
feedback, if you need greater clarity or have something to add. We certainly encourage that.
So we have a new year with renewed focus and plenty of exciting plans …

Supporting Our Wellbeing in 2018
We have an absolutely wonderful school. There are many, many positives about our school’s people and our
environment - which I feel we should all be very proud of.
As a result, when we examine school priorities and make plans, we don’t often have big negative challenges to deal
with. So we can look to enhance aspects we are already gaining a good/very good level of success.
As the leader of the school that is a huge positive.
Our 2018 school charter says:
‘Our environment’ is:
- A safe place to learn and grow
‘Our people’ are:
- Friendly, positive and supportive
- Respectful of our environment and our people
I want all of our school community to support us to completely fulfil these statements.
We are already gaining success at a high level but I would love to aim even higher and lift expectations throughout our
school.
The support for the wellbeing of our students and our staff (and our parents) is a priority.
People who are happy, healthy & safe will learn and grow. They will progress and achieve. Students. And teachers.
So enhancing wellbeing at school has to be a priority. We can do even better. We want to do better.
We can ensure this year we have THE best possible environment for promoting positive wellbeing – for students, for
staff and for parents.
I believe we can achieve this with just a little more clarity, a little more engagement and a little more commitment!
Talking with staff, parents and students late last year gave me very good insights into what was needed for this year.
Over the next 2 weeks I will be talking with students, staff and parents about our plans for supporting their wellbeing
this year.
Next week I will share links to some important documents which form the strategy for 2018:
- Supporting Wellbeing plan 2018
- Communication/Complaints process for parents

-

Dealing with bullying process (for students & parents)
Classroom behaviour procedures
Playground behaviour procedures
Facilitating successful resolutions process

We will also share some clear expectations for feedback/feed-forward processes using:
- Fact-to-face communication
- Email communication
- Phone communication
- Group discussion forums
- Survey responses
Thank you – and I welcome getting everyone’s thoughts regarding our strategy and our processes for lifting levels of
wellbeing across our school community.

Chinese New Year
This Friday (the 16th of February) is Chinese New Year! We are so lucky to have our Chinese Community organise some
very exciting events, including making dumplings for us! Dumpling order forms went home yesterday, please return
these forms to the office with money by Wednesday morning if your child would like dumplings on Friday. The Chinese
Community is very generously donating the money made from the dumpling sales to Coatesville School.
Chinese families also wear red clothes to celebrate as in their culture the red colour means wealth, health, luck and
happiness! We would love as many of our Coatesville children as possible, to wear red on Friday to join in the
celebrations!

Class Pages and Team Blogs are now live!
Check out each of the class pages here.
You will see our class blogs have changed this year. Check out the team blog for latest team and associated classes
news. Click here to see Kiwi Team (Rooms 6-10)
Click here to see Tui Team (Rooms 11-13)
Click here to see Kahu Team (Rooms 1-4)

Classroom information afternoon—Tuesday 27 February
Meet your child’s teacher and hear about the year ahead:
Kiwi team classes (Rms 6-10)
3.15-3.45pm
Tui team classes (Rms 11-13)
3.45-4.15pm
Kahu team classes (Rms 1-4)
4.15-4.45pm
This is a chance for parents to hear directly from their child’s teacher about classroom expectations, our school’s
learning model and the learning environment we are promoting, achievement/reporting, use of technology,
communication, homework & any upcoming programmes/events.
School leaders will also be available during this time to talk and answer any questions.

Home learning
We will be setting up a ‘Home learning hub’ via our website which share resources and expectations for home learning.
The hub will provide guidance for the “practise” phase of our learning model.
It will primarily be used to support in class learning, including development of independent reading, essential spelling
words and basic facts (which will be levelled appropriately).
The hub will also provide some information regarding learning progressions (ie. expected learning for different levels);
optional activities for some students; and Mathletics guidelines.
There will be a maximum of 4 nights of home learning per week, with 15-30 mins as an expectation per night.
The hub will be operational next week and there will be more details given during the “Classroom Information
Afternoon”.

Getting children to school by 8.55am
We are at the start of the school year, when routines are established. So it is a perfect time to share!
Thank you to everyone who consistently gets their children to school before the 8.55am bell. It is very important that
students are well prepared and set up for the day ahead. (Note: the bell doesn’t go at 9am it is 8.55!)
We understand that occasionally due to unforeseen circumstances people don’t get to school on time. Perfectly
understandable! But if it is a regular occurrence then we would like to see if that could change.
Lateness is disruptive for the student, the teacher, classmates and for office staff.
We do not want this to become as big an issue as it was in 2018. On one day in December last year there were 21
students who reported to the office late. That is far too many.
So please let the office know if you will be late:
They are the ones who record lateness every morning – not teachers.
If you know your child will be late (due to an appointment or commitment) please email or call the office the day before.
If you are late in the morning just ring the office and leave a voice message.
When you arrive at school please make sure your child goes to the office to let them know they are late.
If there are any issues with lateness for specific children this year we will make contact and see if there is anything that
we can do to help.
Thank you.

School Hat Compulsory During Terms 1 and 4
As a sun-smart school, we require all Coatesville School students to wear their school hat during Terms 1 and 4. If your
child is wearing a cap or other hat because they have lost their school hat, a new one must be purchased (for $15) from
the office.

Sports Uniform
This year the school will not be distributing sports uniforms. Any student who represents the school at cultural events,
sporting events or team sports is required to have their own school shirt and shorts or skorts. We would encourage all
our students to purchase a sports uniform, especially those in the senior classes (Years4-6).
 Netball
Year 5/6 dresses
Year 1-4 T-Shirt and Skorts.
 Hockey teams T-shirt and shorts (both boys and girls)
 All other sports teams, music groups, school leaders, representative’s (e.g. interschool’s, super cluster) will
need to have a T-shirt and shorts.
 Jackets are optional.
You can purchase second hand uniforms from the school office. Please be aware that the school office does not have
eftpos so cash or internet banking only.
Second hand Prices
T-shirt
$25
Shorts
$15
Skorts
$20
Netball Dress $60
Jackets
$60
When this stock is sold, new uniform will be able to be purchased from the School Uniform. Prices will be confirmed
but are likely to be $15-25 more expensive than our second hand prices. If you have any questions please talk to AnnaFay or Jenny in the school office or email office@coatesville.school.nz .

Cohort Entry Policy
After consulting with our community, staff and Early Learner Centre’s, Coatesville School will be adopting Cohort Entry
from 30th of April – beginning of Term 2, 2018. 93% of parents and prospective parents and 91% of our 2017 staff were
in favour of introducing this policy, so we feel this is a very positive decision for our students, staff and community.
There will be two entry points in each term – Monday; Week 1 and Monday; Week 6. Children will start at the entry
point that is closest to the date after their 5th birthday. There may be circumstances that we alter a child’s entry point
but this would be at our discretion and in consultation with parents/caregivers.
Parents/caregivers will have the choice of waiting for the next cohort entry point if they felt their child was not ready
to start school.

Prospective students will be given the opportunity to have three visits before they start. During the last visit
parents/caregivers will have the chance to have morning tea together and meet with me so I can answer any further
questions they may have.
Parents/caregivers choosing not to start their child until the age of six must ensure they start school on their sixth
birthday, regardless of our school’s cohort entry arrangements.
If you have any questions regarding this policy, please feel free to contact me.
Sharleen Telford, Deputy Principal/Kiwi Team Leader stelford@coatesville.school.nz

“BACK TO SCHOOL PICNIC” –
Friday 2 March 5pm: Family fun for everyone!
Don’t miss it! Bring a rug, food, drinks and ‘celebrate’
the start of the school by catching up with
familiar faces and meeting some new ones!
From FOTS (Friends Of The School):
2018 Save the Dates:
15th February this Thursday, From 7pm in the Staff Room - 1st FOTS meeting - everyone welcome!
15th March
FOTS AGM (Annual General Meeting)
6th April
Cupcake Day (at school pick up)
25th May
Kids Disco
4th August
Casino Night (adults event)

Community Notices
North Harbour Hockey Development Clinics
and Have-A-Go-Hockey Clinics
Development Clinics
The perfect way to get ready for a season of school hockey
after having the summer off. There is a focus on core
hockey skills to give all children a strong foundation to build
upon as they progress with their hockey playing
experience. These are open to all interested up and coming
hockey players (with 1+ years of hockey experience).
U11 Development Clinics (Year 5 & 6 Children)
Dates: Mon 26th Feb, 5th, 12th, 19th, 26th Mar 2018
Time: 4:45 pm – 5:45 pm
Cost: $70

Have-A-Go-Hockey Clinics (Yr 3 & 4)
Harbour Hockey is very excited to offer this new
programme that runs alongside our Development Clinics. It
serves two purposes, school hockey preparation and giving
hockey a go. The programme is centred around fun and
core hockey skills.
Dates: 26th Feb, 5, 12, 19 Mar 2018
Time: 4pm – 4:45
Cost: $40

