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Dear Parents/Caregivers
Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa

School closed Wednesday 15 August
Message from the Board of Trustees
Dear Parents and Caregivers
Primary school teachers and principals have decided to strike on Wednesday 15 August 2018 to raise the proﬁle of
their claims for be er working condi ons and pay to help recruit and retain teaching staﬀ. This is the ﬁrst me they
have taken this ac on in more than 20 years. The majority of our teaching staﬀ, as well as our Principal, are union
members and will be joining the strike ac on next week.
When considering the impact of the strike ac on, the Board of Trustees has to decide whether we have suﬃcient
non-union staﬀ to open school as normal (for instruc on); if we have suﬃcient staﬀ to open for supervision; or
whether we need to close the school for the day.
The primary obliga on of the Board is to ensure the health and safety of our school children. The Board has
considered a range of op ons but none are viable in these circumstances. We have therefore made the decision to
close Coatesville School during the strike ac on.
Coatesville School will be closed on Wednesday 15 August 2018.
If you have any ques ons please feel free to contact the Board Chairperson, Belinda Finlayson, on
bell.ﬁn@gmail.com or 021 0557273.
Kind regards
Coatesville School Board of Trustees

‘Open letter from the
teaching profession’

(please click the link above)
This le er outlines the current
situa on which has led to strike
ac on.
It gives a summary of the reasons
why it is essen al for teachers
and principals act now.
A teachers’ strike has not
occurred for 24 years - showing
teachers and principals do not
usually take such ac on.
Only in very desperate mes.
Please take the me to read the
le er as it may allow you to
clearly understand why the strike
ac on is necessary next week.
We do want the support of
parents and our communi es.
We would like you to recognise
the urgent need for some change
from the government.
Otherwise
the short and
long-term impacts on our
schools, and our children’s
learning, will become greater and
be increasingly felt across the
whole country - especially in the
greater Auckland area.
If you have ANY ques ons please ask myself or any of our teachers.

“Resilience”: seminar for parents & staff - NEXT TUESDAY evening!
Tuesday 14 August 7pm in our school library
“Resilience, or our ability to persevere with challenges and recover from setbacks, is the biggest factor when it
comes to our success and well-being and this is particularly important for our children.
Presenter: John Meeske (MSc Psych Hons) is the director of psychological consultancy On Form Consultants,
provides counselling for students at Long Bay College and leads the Resilience Forum at schools around Auckland.”

Are you coming to the seminar?
Yes, no or maybe? Click this simple and quick link please. (1 minute!)
Share any ques ons or comments prior to the mee ng too.
Please a end if you want to be er understand the ‘tools’ you can provide to your child; if you feel you worry about
their child’s wellbeing; if you are worried about how their child may cope in the future; or if you just have a general
interest in this area. We would love to see a large group a end.

Progress Reporting - give your feedback
Survey closes this Friday!

Progress repor ng review: Parent survey
How useful are the progress reports and conferences for parents? For students?
What are the strengths? What enhancements could we make?
Thank you so much to those people who have taken me to complete the short survey so far.
Your thoughts have been read and are deﬁnitely of great value to us.
But we need to hear from more parents! Regardless of your opinion - we want to hear from you!
Teachers have completed their own survey and it will be very interes ng to compare the respec ve thoughts.

Competencies Writing Challenge

Well done Carly Cameron for winning the Wri ng Challenge for our focus of 'Respect - Appreciate' last fortnight.
Read her clever story here on our Blog.
Our Focus of the Fortnight is now 'Responsibility - Adapt'.

School Donations
A big thank you to all families who have paid all or part of this year’s dona on.
If you are a family who pays by term, we welcome your payment as soon as you are able.

Coatesville's Got Talent - 2018 Edition
The student leaders are keen to put on their judging hats and run a 2018 version of our famous Coatesville's Got
Talent! If your child has got a special talent, whether it be dancing, singing, playing a musical instrument, telling
jokes or juggling cats, the student leaders would love for them to audi on - all talents welcome! Audi ons will
happen during lunch me on the following dates; Kiwi students on Wednesday 8th August, Tui students on
Wednesday 22nd August and Kahu students on Wednesday 29th August. A ﬁnal will take place later in the term,
with the date to be conﬁrmed closer to the me. Students will be judged on how well they know their act,
entertainment value, conﬁdence, presenta on and overall performance ra ng.

E- Award

At last weeks assembly, the E-award monitor, He-Su commented that you have all done a great job this week
keeping your outside areas dy. So well done. The results were:
3rd place
Rooms 6
2nd place
Room 1
1st place
Room 2

Book Resource Room Help Needed.

Are there any wonderful parents who could donate their me in helping Debbie Skillcorn in the school reading
resource to label books? It's a very simple job that could be done at any me. Please see either Debbie or Kate
Thompson (in Room 8) for more details. Thanks!

FROM FOTS:

Latest News: Click here to view who to thank for our new soccer goals: SPONSORSHIP SCOOP
Latest News: Click here to view who to thank for our replacement picnic tables: SPONSORSHIP SCOOP
Next Ag Day Meeting: This Wednesday, 8th August, 7pm in the Staﬀ room.
Coatesville ‘Just For Fun’ Casino Night, Saturday 1 September at the Coatesville Settlers Hall 7.30pm.
TICKETS NOW ON SALE! https://coatesvillecasino2018.eventbrite.co.nz
Grab a group of friends, throw on some glitz and glam, and enjoy a night out at the Coatesville 'Just For Fun' Casino
Night while fundraising for the school! Please note: No real money will be used for the gambling or given out as prizes.
This is strictly an R18 event, please see further informa on regarding this on the Eventbrite link for ckets.
Thank you so much to our sponsors for the night: Pita Pit, Timberwall, Nichola Wadey Financial Services Ltd, Ecoflow,
Winston Kidd, NZ Sotheby’s International Realty and Coatesville Motors. Thank you also to some of our other supporters
who have already made dona ons to the auc on on the night: Dr Mac, I-Smile, Miss Lolo, Coast & The Champagne
Lady. We couldn’t do this without you!

Ka kite ano. Hei konā mai.

Richard Johnson
Richard Johnson – Principal

Community Notice
Hearing Dogs NZ

One in ten New Zealanders is hearing impaired or deaf
Established in 1998, Hearing Dogs for Deaf People NZ is a registered charitable
trust opera ng na onwide, providing highly trained dogs (speciﬁcally trained to
interna onal standards) to deaf and hearing impaired New Zealanders.
Our Hearing Dogs have rights of public access under the Dog Control Act of
1996 and are protected from discrimina on under the Human Rights Act 1993.
As an organisa on our purpose is to enhance the conﬁdence, independence
and wellbeing of deaf and hearing-impaired kiwis through the presence of
these special dogs in their life.

How Do They Work?
There is a range of mechanical devices available to the deaf, however a Hearing Dog provides
support and loyal companionship that no device can oﬀer. The way these dogs support their
person is by way of aler ng them to sounds like doorbell, mer, text alert, smoke alarm, baby
monitor, alarm clock and much more.
Deafness is o en considered an invisible disability, so when a recipient is out in the
community with their Hearing Dog by their side it opens the door to posi ve interac ons
with other members of the wider community sparking awareness and understanding.
Hearing Dogs help their recipient break down barriers of social isola on, giving people the
conﬁdence to par cipate in and access their community around them.
Please help share the awareness of Hearing Dogs NZ. For more informa on on this fantas c
Charity please see www.hearingdogs.org.nz or
Donate today at h p://www.hearingdogs.simplicitycrm.com/Dona on/

