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Dear Parents/Caregivers 
 

Tēnā koutou ,  tēnā koutou ,  tēnā koutou  katoa 
  

New Parent Morning Tea 
Tomorrow,  Wednesday 27th June , we will be holding a morning tea in the staffroom from 9.15am for parents who                   
are new to the school this term. It will be an informa�on session run by Sharleen Telford, as well as an opportunity                      
to get to know each other be�er.  
New parents would have been invited by their child's teacher but everyone is welcome! 
 

“I wish I was the principal!” 
During the recent “I wish I was …” fundraiser run by the Student             
Leaders, students went into a draw to be a teacher, a member of the              
support staff … or the principal.  
Toby Pudney had the good fortune to be drawn out and become the             
‘principal for a day’ - well, for our Friday assembly actually! (He            
wouldn’t have found the contents of the tasks on my desk very much             
to his liking!) 
Principal Toby  (from Rm 8) was joined by his brothers (‘Depu�es’)           
Zach and Oliver, as they ran the en�re assembly. Easiest assembly I            
have a�ended - thanks boys! And well done on a great job! 
Thank you also to Mrs Murrie and Mrs Thompson who helped the            
boys organise the assembly and supported them so well.  
 

Student Progress Reporting  
Progress Reports will go home with students this  Friday (29 June) . 
Parent-Student-Teacher Conferences - Bookings open 
Wednesday 4th July 2:15-7 pm and Thursday 5th July 2:15-5:30 pm  
These conferences are an essen�al component of the annual repor�ng process as they support, clarify and enhance                 
the informa�on contained in the student progress reports.  
Parent/Student/Teacher conference guidelines  -  please click the link and read the guidelines for the conferences. 
This will help you know what to expect and how you can contribute before and during the conference.  
Booking a conference  To book a conference please follow these instruc�ons. 
1) Go to  www.schoolinterviews.co.nz  
2) Enter our new school code –   gabsw 
3) Enter your details 
4) Select your child’s year level 
5) Select your child’s classroom teacher 
6) Choose your �me 
If you have any difficul�es please contact the school office immediately. 
Please note: School will finish at 2pm on both days .  
School Buses will leave at the normal �me. Bus & a�erschool care students will go to the library un�l 3pm. 

http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/files/sound/tereo/tenakou.mp3
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/files/sound/tereo/tenakou.mp3
http://www.nzhistory.net.nz/files/sound/tereo/tenakou.mp3
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/uploads/4/8/9/2/48925841/conference_guidelines_for_parents.pdf
http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


Student Photos 
Your child will have brought home a slip from Photolife which contains  your unique shoot key code , allowing you to                    
view and order your child’s photographs online. Orders need to be placed by  15 July to be  delivered free of charge                     
to the school . You are welcome to make any orders a�er this date but they will be delivered to your home address                      
for a fee.  This year you can create your own PhotoPack.  
1. Go to  www.photolife.co.nz  
2. Enter your secure Shoot Key Code: ******** ( make sure you allow pop-ups for the payment process) 
3. Select just one of the Portrait photo pages  
4. Add to your cart and go to checkout 
5. Now add any of the addi�onal Portrait photopages. 
To view and order Sibling photos 
If you had a sibling photo taken you would have received a second slip with a different shoot key code on it. Repeat                       
the above process using this code to view and order sibling photos. Please contact Photolife if you have any                   
ques�ons or concerns – 0800501040, 092621040 or  enquiries@photolife.co.nz  
 

Thank you to ‘The Native Plant Centre Ltd’  
Thank you to Amelia Macnab’s parents, Andrew and Brenda (who own The Na�ve Plant Centre Ltd in Sunnyside Rd),                   
who donated the special kowhai tree we planted last week to celebrate Matariki. 
Andrew and Brenda are long-term Coatesville residents and supporters of the school. They also provided the plants                 
for the Centennial Garden when that was created around our administra�on area for the school’s centenary.  
Thank you so much once again for your support. 
 

Teachers ready for action after poor contract offer 
It appears teachers and principals are ready to take ac�on a�er the recent poor contract se�lement offer made by                   
the government. The offer was supposed to address the number of issues confron�ng our profession.  
Unfortunately it didn’t come close to doing so. 
There are many fantas�c, talented, mo�vated and highly skilled teachers in our profession but we are losing far too                   
many of them. And the stark reality is there are not nearly enough candidates wan�ng to take their places.  
Of those reduced teacher candidates, will we gain enough who are high calibre (or have the poten�al to be) to                    
ensure the quality of teaching for the short and long term is maintained or enhanced?  
It is definitely not looking likely without significant ac�on. 
There are many issues affec�ng schools currently. These need addressing now so there appears to be a real sense                   
teachers need to take ac�on urgently - or the educa�on sector may struggle along for many years to come. 
Some of the many issues teachers have iden�fied include: 

- Workload has increased tremendously for teachers and principals over the last 10 years, resul�ng in               
overworked stressed staff who cannot always give their best and, at �mes, feel disillusioned  

- Extremely challenging student behaviours are not being supported adequately, with schools le� to cope by               
themselves or fund their own solu�ons 

- Ever increasing number of students with special, or severe, learning needs - schools want to fully support                 
these students but are not being supported adequately with funds, training or �me to plan 

- The greater Auckland area has even more difficul�es with reten�on of teachers, with the higher cost of                 
housing, and the increase in challenging social issues, huge factors in their reten�on (Teachers are paid the                 
same regardless of loca�on) 

- Pay rates for teachers are poor when compared to some other government departments - and, especially so,                 
when compared to private enterprise -  a reason many give when dismissing teaching as a career 

- Many schools are unable to fully staff their school, as vacancies are not being filled due to lack of applicants  
- Schools are having to combine or split classes to cope with staff being absent through sickness or other                  

leave, as they are unable to find relievers to cover classes - there aren’t enough available 
- The number of current teachers and principals set to re�re in the next 5-10 years is alarmingly high, pu�ng                   

even more pressure on availability of teachers in the short term 
- The intakes of teacher trainees has dropped in some ins�tu�ons - and it has been reported worryingly high                  

numbers of students are dropping out, choosing not to even complete their course a�er being exposed to                 
the reality of the job and the lack of compe��ve salary  

 

http://www.photolife.co.nz/
mailto:enquiries@photolife.co.nz


The issues above are certainly star�ng to affect our school. While some issues are yet to drama�cally impact on us, it                     
is only a ma�er �me �me before we too feel the many difficul�es other schools are facing every day - unless                     
significant change is made. 
Recently we adver�sed a Yr 1 teaching posi�on. We did not receive one applica�on from a NZ primary school                   
trained person (and only 3 applica�ons in total).  
Also on occasions already this year we have been desperately trying to find relievers to fill gaps through staff                   
sickness - and most of the winter is s�ll in front of us. 
The support of parents across the country is essen�al. The government needs to hear parent voices so they can                   
acknowledge the urgency of these issues. If they don’t hear teachers and parents voices clearly and strongly that                  
they want the government to priori�se educa�on then primary and secondary schooling quality will con�nue to be                 
compromised.  
If you have any ques�ons regarding any issues please feel free to ask teaching staff. 
Thank you for your support. 
 

Coatesville Garden Club 
Coatesville Garden club is up and running       
again and we have started to clean up the         
area behind Rm 11, however from the huge        
amount of children that indicated they      
wanted to be involved we have sadly only        
had a handful (Last Friday only 3!)  
Can anyone who is keen to be involved this         
Friday make contact with Mr Coates especially any parents who can           
even come along to help. If Fridays don't suit please indicate what            
other day may and he can sort and extra session. 
As you can see from the photos it needs a lot of work but those               
children that have come along have had lots of fun. Please contact Mr             
Coates at -  scoates@coatesvilleschool.nz or just pop in to have a chat            
with him. 
Thank you to Jacob Hitchcock from Room 1 for designing the Garden            
Club logo. Well Done! 
 
Rubbish Audit June 2018 

Kahu Team have been inquiring about Sustainability. One group of students looked            
at the waste that we generate each day at Coatesville School. So the first thing we                
did was carry out a waste audit to see what is in our rubbish. 
This photo shows the contents of a rubbish bin. This was collected at the end of                
the day from classroom rubbish bins. This is only from half of the classes, so this                
pile is half of the rubbish that is collected each day. 
This photo shows the same pile of rubbish sorted into groups. 
The groups are; So� plas�c (Recyclable) 
                             Paper (Recyclable) 
                             Apple (Worm farm) 
                             Hard plas�c and tetra pack (Recyclable) 
So that leaves the small pile in the middle and the bread and citrus peel (worms                
won’t eat these) that is going to the landfill. The biggest group of waste is single                
use plas�c. 

Kahu Team are trialling collec�ng so� plas�c, hard plas�c and tetra packs. We recycle these things. Also thanks to                   
funding from the Fonterra Grass Roots Fund we have purchased two Hungry Bins. Currently these bins have around                  
2000 Tiger Worms and we are feeding them fruit scraps collected from Kahu children. As the numbers of worms                   
grow we will start collec�ng fruit scraps from the rest of the school. We will introduce this system to the rest of the                       
school soon. 
Another inquiry for Kahu children is Plas�c Free Month. In Term 3 the children plan to introduce this ini�a�ve, with                    
the aim of reducing our single use plas�c throughout the school. They are coming up with some interes�ng ideas for                    
us all to try, so that the amount of waste that we produce is reduced, or reused, then anything le� is recycled.  
Our ul�mate goal is to have very li�le waste going to the landfill. 



No Calves at Ag Day this year - raise a Chicken instead!  
If you would like to raise chickens for Ag day you can  place an order  through the Friends of the School. This year we                        
have a few op�ons  

- Brown Shavers $8  - which will be (1 - 3 days old) - delivery approximately 17th of August 2018 or a  
- Heritage Chick - $10 per chick and will be 1 week old - delivery approximately 17th of August 2018.  There                    

are three Heritage breeds to choose from Orpington, Australorp and Bared Rock/ Australorp cross. For more                
informa�on on these chickens -   Kaimua Farm  

Please pay Online into the FOTS Account 12-3059-0341655-00 or make cheques payable to Friends of Coatesville                
School or cash to the school office.   Cost: $8.00 Brown Shaver per Chick or the Heritage Breed - $10  . 
Orders Close -  Friday 29 June 2018  -  No orders will be accepted without payment. No late orders can be taken.  
When deciding on the number of chicks to purchase please consider that chickens do not cope well alone. Ordering                   
a minimum of 2 chicks will maximize their chance of survival. Before the chicks arrive you will also need to have 

● a means of keeping them warm (40W light bulb to suspend over a box) and food - 
● Chick starter feed which is available from farm centres. 

No late orders can be taken.  Any enquiries contact Tracy Ellingham 021 399162 or    tracy.ellingham@xtra.co.nz  
 

E- Award 
At last weeks assembly, the Week 8 E-award monitors Molly and Isobel commented that most outside areas were                  
very �dy this week. Well done. The results     3 rd   place -   Room 13 
                                                                                 2 nd  place  – Room  4  
                                                                                 1 st  place   – Room 3 
 

FROM FOTS:  
LATEST NEWS: FUNDRAISING NEWS FLASH ⚡ - Please click here to find out what FOTS has raised already in 2018                    
and handed over to the school! 
 
Cupcake Day is this week on Friday, 29th June - straight after school: The Kiwi syndicate is running this - please                     
contact Alanah  alanahdando@hotmail.com to confirm you can help on the stall - we need at least 6 volunteers to                   
run the stall . We also need all our amazing Kiwi families to please bake some yummy treats to sell for this day.                       
Please bring your contribu�on to the Artec room on the Friday morning so that we have �me to plate, price etc 
 
A reminder about Casino night on the 1st September! This is such a fun evening to enjoy a laugh with school                     
parents. If you are able to help us by  sponsoring a table please contact Heather Seel on  hseel@coatesvilleschool.nz                  
or if you are able to  donate an item or service to be auctioned on the night please contact Alanah on                     
alanahdando@hotmail.com  
 
Tickets will be on sale soon keep an eye out - $30 pre sold and $35 on the door. 
 
Our next FOTS catchup is on Wednesday 4th July  - all welcome we would love to see you there. 
 
  

Ka kite ano.  Hei konā mai.  
  

Richard Johnson   
Richard Johnson – Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ9-Gw4h9jeU8edHPTpEfMmKXMKoxrQ9v61ZoXdnRW3030CA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ9-Gw4h9jeU8edHPTpEfMmKXMKoxrQ9v61ZoXdnRW3030CA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeQ9-Gw4h9jeU8edHPTpEfMmKXMKoxrQ9v61ZoXdnRW3030CA/viewform
http://www.kaimuafarm.co.nz/heritage-chickens.html
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/latest-school-news/fundraising-news-flash6667502


Community Notice 

 
Marrzipan Drama Holiday Workshops - developing self confidence and public speaking ability in a fun, relaxed                
atmosphere. 1-5 day courses available running 8.30am-5.00pm for $60 per day or $270 for the whole week. For                  
more informa�on check out our website. Spaces limited to 16 per group so your child gets the special a�en�on                   
they deserve!  W:  www.marrzipandrama.co.nz  
E: workshops@marrzipandrama.co.nz  T: 0272170693 
 
Dairy Flat Highway Safety Review - Feedback Requested! 
Auckland Transport (AT) have started a major safety review of Dairy Flat Highway (DFH) and are asking                 
users of DFH from Pine Valley Road to Stevenson Cres for feedback on their safety concerns . The number                   
of deaths and serious injuries along DFH is alarmingly and this needs to be addressed by AT. As locals we                    
are the experts of our road. Please provide feedback using the link below   Feedback 
 

 

http://www.marrzipandrama.co.nz/
https://at.govt.nz/projects-roadworks/dairy-flat-highway-safety-improvements/

