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Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 

     
Welcome to 2016 at Coatesville School 
 

Welcome to the new school year! A very special welcome to all our new students, their families and new staff 
member Miss Sophie Hickmer in Room 3. Great to have you all join our fabulous school.  
I certainly hope the first few days the school year have been very enjoyable and 
productive for all students and their families. The atmosphere around school 
has been wonderful this week so we have made an excellent start to the new 
school year.  
 
Welcome back to Dawson family and the Bates family after their overseas 
stints. Great to have you all back with us!  
Mikali Dawson has now left Coatesville School but as she was overseas during 
prizegiving last year I was able to present her with her year 6 graduation 
certificate and dictionary this week – plus awarding her the Swimming 
Achievement Trophy for 2015.  
Well done Mikali – another excellent achievement!   

Starting the school year 
After an extremely successful 2015, we start this year with a great deal of anticipation and excitement.  
Thank you to our staff for the huge effort they put into preparation for the year. A large part of our holiday time is 
spent thinking about, and preparing for, the new school year.  
Last week involved a number of formal meetings - staff meetings, syndicate meetings, leadership team meetings 
and professional development days, along with the other requirements of setting up rooms, examining student 
achievement data, planning activities, etc.  
But I know it has everyone feeling well prepared for another successful year ahead.  
Important events coming up: 
Back to School Picnic—Friday 19 February  5.30pm start 
For all students, their families and staff to enjoy a social time to start 2016 off positively.  
Classroom information afternoon—Thursday 25 February   
Kauri syndicate classes 3.15-3.45             Manuka syndicate classes 3.45-4.15 
Totara syndicate classes 4.15-4.45 
This is a chance for parents to hear directly from their child’s teacher about the classroom expectations, NS 
achievement/reporting, communication, homework, routines & any upcoming events.  
School leaders will also be available during this time to talk and answer any questions.     
 

Coatesville School turns 100! 
It is a BIG year ahead! Coatesville School is turning 100 years old! Our centenary will be a significant focus for events 
and learning throughout the school. It is a milestone to be celebrated and we will be doing that accordingly. 
14-16 October—based around our annual Ag Day. 
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It has been a wonderful start to the school year. Have a lovely Waitangi weekend.  
Thank you so much for your support of our school. 
 
Ka kite ano.  Hei konā mai. 
 

Richard Johnson 

Richard Johnson – Principal 

Rooms and Teachers in 2016! 
Please get to know the new structure we are using in 2016. There are a few changes so please be aware of those. 

Totara syndicate (Yr 5-6) 

Leader: Nicola Gilkison (until August when Prue Blackmore reverts to Totara syndicate) 

Room 1:   Miss Gilkison              (the ‘old’ Rm 12)   

Room 3:   Miss Hickmer             (the ‘old’ Rm 10)                                      

Room 4:   Mr Zuill                        (the ‘old’ Rm 9)                                                                         

Kauri syndicate (Yr 0-2)                                         

Leader: Prue Blackmore (until Sharleen Telford returns in August) 

Room 6:   Miss Macnab               (the ‘old’ Rm 2)                                                                           

Room 7:   Miss Mackie                (the ‘old’ Rm 3)                                                                           

Room 8:   Mrs Alston-Fairgray   (the ‘old’ Rm 3A)                                                                           

Room 9:   Mrs Helleur                  (the ‘old’ Rm 4)    

Manuka syndicate (Yr 3-4)                                                                 

Leader: Caleb Rosamond 

Room 10: Mrs Johnston               (the ‘old’ Rm 5)                                      

Room 11: Mrs Blignault                (the ‘old’ Rm 6)                                                                         

Room 12: Mr Rosamond              (the ‘old’ Rm 7)                                      

Room 13: Mrs Boulden                 (the ‘old’ Rm 8)                                      

Health & Safety 
 

Police vetting of school helpers  
The safety of our children is a huge priority for our school. The BOT made the decision that all helpers who worked 
with children in an unsupervised role are required to be police vetted. This is a simple process (with an easy form 
to complete) which gives us confidence to ensure the safety of our children.  
We do want helpers at school – they are highly valued for the help they provide to staff and students. So please do 
not let this process in any way deter you from helping as a regular helper.  
Express your interest regarding being a parent helper to your child’s classroom teacher or to a syndicate leader. 
Safety at the gate  
Thank you everyone for being so careful at the start and the end of the day. Traffic congestion will continue to be 
a challenge for us all so we appreciate your patience and commitment to making sure everyone stays safe. 
Constable Dave (our friendly Police Education Officer) was out at the gate on Thursday morning and remarked on 
how well everyone was handling the busy drop-off time. Keep it up! 

Our thoughts 

On behalf of the school I have passed on our best wishes and thoughts to the Bunce family after the passing of 

Rodd this week. His wife Angela is very well-known to many of our staff and parents after many years associated 

with the school, through their children Charli and Cale.  

We are definitely thinking of them and their wider family at this difficult time.  



From The PFA 

The first PFA meeting for 2016 will be the AGM and this one will be held in the evening of Tuesday, 9th February 
at 7pm in the Staff Room. We will re-elect the officers (chairperson, secretary & treasurer), but are also adding a 
2IC Treasurer role and a PFA Blog Administrator role, plus others.  Newcomers are of course always welcome, as 
are new fundraising ideas.  For any further information please contact Heather Seel 
on hseel@coatesville.school.nz / 021 664 749.  
Please go to the PFA page on the website for other upcoming dates: 
http://www.coatesville.school.nz/pfa.html and especially look out for details of  
Auckland’s Finest Garden Party held locally at Mincher Gardens on Saturday, 27th February.  It’s shaping up to be 
an amazing event not to be missed with the proceeds largely coming back to our school and a proportion going 
towards the NZ Gynaecological Cancer Foundation.  Please support this great local event and round up all your 
friends and colleagues and get booking your tickets now to avoid disappointment!  
 
EZCOVERS - if you’d like to purchase these for your children’s new exercise books please select Coatesville School 
at the bottom of the page after filling in name/address details - this way the school will receive a small cash back 
donation per cover purchased. 

Absences  
A reminder that if your child is absent from school we require notification to the office by email or phone (leaving 
a message is fine). Please endeavor to do this before the school start time of 8.55am. 
 
Online Stationery/Swimming Payments 
A friendly reminder that if you returned your child’s invoice indicating you were paying online, please make sure 
you have actually made the payment.  
If you didn’t take a note of the account number it is ASB 12 3059 0307932 00. Thank you. 
 
Chess Term 1 – for Manuka and Totara Syndicates 
This will take place in the Thriving Thursday’s time-slot (10-11am) for 7 weeks beginning in Week 5. Please talk to 
your child about whether he/she would like to participate. There is a charge of approximately $8 per session. 
When the cost is confirmed with Chess Power, a notice will be sent home to interested children. 
 

Guitar Lessons at Coatesville School  
Albany Bays Guitar Studio are accepting new enrolments for guitar tuition at Coatesville School for Term One.  For 
more information or to register please contact Suzanne on 02102754930, 094780304 
or albanybaysguitarstudio@gmail.com 

FROM THE CCC (Centennial Celebrations Committee) 

Do you have access to a 20K volt/industrial portable (silenced) generator we can borrow and use over the 
Coatesville School Centenary weekend - 14-16th October 2016?  If you do, please contact Heather Seel on 
hseel@coatesville.school.nz or 021 664 749.  
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Community Notices 
CREATIVE DRAMA CLASSES 
Creative Drama Classes run by Thespianage are continuing 
at TheatreWorks, Recreation Drive, Birkenhead. There are 
two levels of classes, catering for ages 7 – 16 years. These 
classes run during term on Wednesdays and Fridays 4:00 
pm - 5:15 pm, depending on age. The cost is $95.00 for nine 
weeks. Robyn Donnelly (BSc, DipDrama) who has been 
teaching drama at a variety of venues since 1997 is the tutor. 
If anybody would like further details or application forms, 
please contact Robyn on 444-2796, info@thespianage.co.nz 
or go to mairangiplayers.co.nz/creativedrama.shtml 
 
After School Art Class (Term 1) for ages 7-12 yrs 
A structured drawing and painting program with full-time 
artist/art tutor. Fun and focused. Wednesdays 3.30 - 5pm, 6 
weeks, starts 17th Feb. Browns Bay. $95.00 Bookings 
essential: Ph 4836703 or eion@eionbryant.com 
 

Is your child shy? Do they feel intimidated by the idea of 
public speaking and performance? Do they sometimes 
find it difficult to make eye contact? Do they just need 
45 minutes a week to take part in organised craziness?! 
Come and join Marrzipan! We run awesome drama classes 
which focus on key life skills in the Library after school on 
Thursdays! We play fun engaging games and perform at the 
end of term once to parents and once to the school. All 
scripts are original, engaging, educational and HILARIOUS. 
All children receive an end of term progress report too, along 
with a certificate to remind them they are awesome! Give me 
a call to come along for a free trial, or just a chat to discuss 
how our classes can benefit your child's development. 
Contact Zac 02102373421 zac@marrzipandrama.co.nz 
 
Snow Planet’s February Newsletter 
This February Snow Planet are shaking up nights!  Skiers 
don't have enough slope space! Freestylers want a better 
park! Racers want more lane space! We hear you, so to 
meet everyone's needs we are going to prioritise certain 
products on certain nights.  Fridays - the entire slope will be 
dedicated to the terrain park. Regular downhill skiers are 
welcome, but you will have to contend with features 
everywhere. This is the night to bust out some sweet park 
moves! Saturdays - will be event based. With a jam packed 
events calendar this year we need to cater to everyone. If we 
have a race on, the park will be a "standard" park like it is 
now with 4 to 6 feature. If we have a slope style event then 
we will leave in a bigger park. Sundays - this is families' day, 
dedicated to downhill / recreational skiers and boarders, 
meaning there will be no park at all! There will still be 
terraces and rollers so bring on the speed, work those turns 
and perfect that style. Mondays - this is race night so plenty 
of space to practice turns and technique. Again, there will be 
no park. It's also another good night for recreational skiers 
and boarders. Tuesdays to Thursdays - are mixed nights. 
We need to cater to everyone as we have both race and 
freestyle programs as well as recreational skiers and 
boarders. The slope will be divided between park and clear 
slope space just like it is now. With these changes in place 

everyone should benefit! If you have any feedback be sure to 
let us know. Our After School Chilly Bin Programs are due to 
kick off this week! If your child (5-16) is interested in 
becoming a proficient & confident skier or snowboarder this 
is the program for them. Chilly Bin is an 11 week program 
run on either Mondays or Fridays (you choose) and includes 
snow pass, rental equipment, helmet and instruction and 
costs $52 per session. This is an awesome deal and a 
hugely popular program that books up fast. To find out more 
click here.  
Race and Freestyle Programs For training times click here. 
To enrol now click here.Join one of our fastest growing 
programs at Snowplanet. If you are into "Ski Racing" - 
harness your speed, confidence and technique. This is a fun 
and encouraging program for all levels focusing on 
technique, turns and race course introduction. If "Freestyle" 
is your thing - join us to conquer the basics and master  
the advanced techniques needed to reach your peak. Either 
way our talented coaches will get the best  
out of your Freestyle Snowboarding or Freeskiing in these 
weekly training sessions. To find out more click here. 
To register click here. 
January Lessons Extended into February!  
Our special priced lessons in January have gone so well we 
were unable to meet demand, so by popular opinion we have 
agreed to extend our discounted private lessons into 
February. This way you can grab a 1hr or 2hr private lesson 
throughout February and save at the same time. Whether 
you've set yourself a new goal, need to perfect your style or 
just want to try something new and challenging, we have you 
covered. With lessons for beginners, intermediate and 
advanced there is no reason not to get out on the snow. For 
full details click here. To book a lesson call 
0800 SNOWPLANET | (09) 427 0044 
 
Parenting courses starting in Auckland 
Build a great family team. Join a Toolbox parenting group in 
your region and discover new ideas and strategies to add to 
your parenting kete. Courses include The Early Years (0-6 
Years), Tweens and Teens (12-18 years)  Building Awesome 
Whanau Find out more about Toolbox parenting groups »  or 
contact the area co-ordinator Diane McKinstry 0212924105  
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